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From the Editor 


by Dennis Cambly 


Because... 


Great spirits have always 
encountered violent 
opposition from mediocre 
minds... 

Albert Einstein 


When is the gay and lesbian community 
going to get up and get out to support the 
businesses and organizations that so 
many have taken the time to build? Are 
you just going to sit there in your 
comfortable sofa and let your life pass 
you by and let everyone else do the 
work? 


There are now dozens of gay and lesbian 
owned and operated businesses in the 
Capital City. The Seventies are over and 
we even have some rights in this 
backwater province. It took a giant fight 
that went on foryears. Many of you must 
not own a radio or read much since this 
made a lot of people in this province 
stick their collective heads into the sands 
of time. There are still many issues to be 
dealt with, but the current government 
has taken us away from those issues 
while they try to sell off the medical 
system to the highest bidder. 


Meanwhile in Ottawa, the Liberals just 
pushed through legislation giving gays 
and lesbians some rights which, as 
people, we should have had years ago. 
Weare people who live, love and die just 
the same as everybody else on the planet. 
God bless those tiny minded Reformers 
for taking another stand against human 
rights and challenging everything that 
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is right in the world. They are in the 
process of changing their name but a 
dog is still a dog, no matter what you 
call it. 


This message is for those of you, by 
the thousands, who will not make 
your presence known to your 
community. We await your arrival so 
that you may find some peace in this 
lifetime. What would it take to have 
you turn up at some function run by 
those who have worked the front lines 
for years? After all, you will be a 
benefactor of all this work in the years 
tocome. And please, don’t tell me that 
you are enjoying the duality of your 
current life while trying to hide your 
real identity. I have been there and it 
wasn t fun. It drove me crazy to listen 
to all the bible bashing and sick jokes 
in every office setting I took my place 
in. 


You will have to be prepared for a few 
changes in the community. Not only 
will the straight community call you 
queer, but so will many gays. A sick 
paradox that has invaded our 
community by the academic 
community that can hide behind 
teaching “queer” history while never 
having to take off the mask. The truly 
fortunate thing that has happened is 
that we have almost 50 groups and 
organizations where you can meet 
people. You could even find yourself 
volunteering to help. Would that not 
change the status of your boring life? 


Of course you can continue to run and 
hide from yourself and your life. That 
is an option that many thousands of 
people are choosing not to make as we 
move into the new millenium. We are 
making that assumption by the 
hundreds of phone calls and letters 
coming into our office. That is not to 
mention the thousands of people 
visiting our magazine on the Internet. 
You can read Times .10 in the quiet of 
your office with one of those 
screensavers that blanks out the screen 
with the touch of key. That way, no 
one will know that you are hiding, 
except yourself. 
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News & Notes from the 


HIV/AIDS Battlefront 


“Cheaper AIDS Drugs Sought” 
Washington Times 

A United Nations trade conference 
in Bangkok has attracted protesters, 
who want industrialized nations to allow 
low-cost generic versions of AIDS drugs 
to be available to the developing world. 
Protesters chanted slogans and focused 
on the plight of those with HIV, who 
need expensive drugs to stay alive. The 
UN Conference on Trade and 
Development, which meets only every 
four years, was founded to help foster 
cooperation between wealthy and 
developing nations. AIDS activists want 
to discuss the 1994 Trade Related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property 
agreement that gives drug companies 
sole worldwide patent rights to their 
drugs. These companies charge retail 
prices for AIDS drugs that are far above 
the budgets of people in developing 
countries; less than 2 percent of Thais 
with HIV can afford didanosine, and 
few Africans can at all. Thailand was 
threatened with sanctions onits products 
last year after it briefly considered 
producing cheap forms of didanosine. 


“Human Genome’s Stock Soars” 
Washington Post 

Human Genome Sciences has won 
patent rights for the CCR5 receptor 
protein, a key pathway that HIV uses to 
enter cells. Research has shown that 
people with defective CCRS5 can remain 
immune to HIV for years. Currently, 
several pharmaceutical companies— 
including Human Genome—are 
investigating drugs that would block 
the gene in people with normal copies 
of it. News of the patent caused Human 
Genome’s stock to soar on Wednesday, 
up 21 percent to $188. 


“Targeted Genetics to Collaborate 
on AIDS Vaccine” 
Reuters 

Seattle-based Targeted Genetics 


Corp. is joining the International AIDS 
Vaccine Initiative (IAVI) and the 
Children’s Research Institute in Ohio to 
develop an AIDS vaccine. The vaccine 
will be made by using viral vector 
technology to put HIV genesinto humans 
in order to generate a protective immune 
response. IAVI will invest over $6 
million during the first three years of the 
collaboration. Targeted Genetics will 
receiveexclusive rights to sell the vaccine, 
under certain conditions for selling it at 
a reasonable price. 


“State to Try to Get a Figure on 
Hepatitis C Infections” 
Houston Chronicle 

Dr. Sharilyn Stanley, associate Texas 
health commissioner for disease control 
and prevention, announced that the state 
will launch a hepatitis C education and 
prevention initiative that will estimate 
the number of Texans infected with the 
virus. The seroprevalence study, to be 
done in two phases, will first collect 
3,000 blood samples from clinics and 
test them. Because taking blood from a 
random group of the population just for 
this research would be too expensive, 
officials are searching for a group of 
blood samples already drawn that can be 
tested for hepatitis C, including random 
samples given for cholesterol screenings. 
The blood samples would remain 
anonymous, and the state could not 
contact those who test positive. The 
Texas plan, the most comprehensive one 
seen in the country, is based on a bill 
recently passed in the state Legislature, 
which has allocated $3.5 million for the 
effort. 


“Herpes Research Shows More 
Incidence than Expected” 
Australian Broadcasting, Corp. 
News 

Researchers from the Brisbane Sexual 
Health Clinic in Australia are testing a 
new drug that may prevent the 
transmission of genital herpes. Dr. 


Margaret Mobbs noted that the incidence 
of genital herpes is higher than once 
thought, now affecting one in five 
Australians. No drug has yet proven to 
prevent transmission, although 
outbreaks can be treated. 


“Studies Bring Warnings about a 
Popular Herb” 
New York Times 

Results of two new studies suggest 
that St. John’s wort, a popular herb for 
depression and anxiety treatment, can 
interfere with both an AIDS drug and a 
drug used for transplant recipients. 
The herb may affect the protease inhibitor 
indinavir, which is sold under the name 
Crixivan, by causing levels of drug in 
the blood to drop “dramatically,” 
according to Dr. Stephen Piscitelli of 
the National Institutes of Health. This 
couldallow HIV to strengthen or develop 
resistance. In the second study, 
researchers from University Hospital in 
Zurich report that St. John’s wort could 
conflict with cyclosporine, a drug that 
helps prevent organ rejection in 
transplant recipients. 


“More Than a Third of Condoms 
Unsafe” 
South China Morning Post Online 
Over one-third of the condoms 
bought in Hong Kong are unsafe even 
after improvements made in recent years, 
according to the Consumer Council. 
The organization bought 27,000 
condoms and tested the 66 different 
brands for bursting volume, bursting 
pressure, and tensile strength. Twenty- 
five brands failed at least one trial. The 
most reliable brands were Lifestyles and 
Durex, while Fairlady, Forex, and Joy’s 
were the least. Dr. Michael Tsui Fok- 
sun of the Consumer Council noted that 
while the quality of the prophylactics 
has increased in the past 12 years, he 
voiced concern that “some products still 
fail to fully protect people from 
pregnancy and [sexually transmitted 
diseases].” 
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Steve 
Walker’s 
Age of 
Consent 


By Michael Rowe 


Dressed in a white button down and 
khakis, Walker looks as though he 
might be living inside one of his own 
paintings, those utterly modern 
images of contemplative young men 
in everyday situations looking the 
way we, as gay men, would like to 
imagine we look. Even in couples or 
groups, however, the men in Steve 
Walker’s world often seem alone. 
Walker would insist that loneliness, 
per se, 1s not the /eitmotif of his 
work. He differentiates between 
loneliness, as such, and the apartness 
that defines so much of gay life. 


The knack, however, is getting past 
the visual language and looking 
deeper. Steve Walker is, today, far 
from his roots. Born into a working 
class Catholic military family in Ottawa 
in 1961, he was raised in the countryside 
outside of the capital. The landscape of 
his childhood is dotted with all that one 
might expect of a rural Canadian 
childhood: hockey, church, school. 
Unlike many soon-to-be gay rural boys 
who crumble beneath the weight of a 
small town society that forgives little 
from their males in the way of 
eccentricity, and in fact expects rigid 
adherence to the standard, little Steve 
turned inward, creating a world that he 
could tolerate. Even today, he claims 
that his family is unaware of his 
burgeoning fame telling us that they 
are “not close.” 


Space to grow is a gift rarely bestowed 
on gays by a high school culture that 
almost never finds a good reason to 
leave them alone to develop. Inthe rare 


few cases when asylum is granted, a 
young gay artist or writer can train an 
eye, or an ear, using his outside status 
in a productive, creative way. The 
outsider becomes an observer. “You 
can watch the weak, and the strong, 
and feel an affinity for both, fitting in 
with either end of the spectrum without 
feeling polarized, without feeling an 
obligation to join in the group 
mentality.” This early lesson is one he 
has carried with himas an adult. “Peer 
pressure means nothing to me. I’m 
not part of a group now — when I see a 
lot of gay guys out together — you 
know, ten guys arranging to go to abar 
together, or six people going toa movie 
— I just can’t even think of that. I’ve 
always dealt one-on-one with people.” 


What about falling in love? Young 
love, requited or not, that bane of gay 
adolescence? “Fall in love, or feel 
love? My entire adolescence was 
focussed on when I could finish high 
school and leave! That’s why, in so 
many ways, I’m an adolescent now. I 
live a lifestyle that is very much one a 
kid might live, you know, going out 
and drinking. I started smoking when 
I turned thirty! Everyone around me 
was smoking at fifteen. But I didn’t 
want to part of anyone’s group.” 


And so, by his own admission, the 
loner waited to get out. Walker left 
home at eighteen to attend York 
University. “It would be naive to think 
I'd arrived in Paradise” he laughs. 
“But it did provide options, and it was 
a world instead of a penitentiary. Sex 
became an option that didn’t exist 


before.” He even fell into what he is 
reluctant to call “love,” an experience 
that he describes as “traumatizing,” 
with its attendant cycles of “love, 
lies, obsession, deception, betrayal, 
more lies, and more betrayal.” 


In 1986, following a bad break-up, 
he impulsively decided to go to 
Europe for five months. Travelling 
alone through France and Italy, the 
homoerotic Catholic art and 
iconography that had shaped his 
aesthetic as a child began to resonate 
with him as an artist and an adult gay 
man. 


Steve Walker himself is, without a 
doubt, a product of his time. The loss 
of friends through 
AIDS, and the horror of 
families, who mourn 
their son’s gayness more 
than they mourn their 
impending losses, 
informs much of his 
work. He was artist-in- 
residence at the Toronto 
PWA foundation in 
1988. Two of his 
paintings, Holding On, 
Letting Go (1991) an 
image of a man holding 
his friend’s hand on his 
deathbed, and the 
tormented Another Way 
(For Our Lifetime) 
(1991), deal with the 
specific loss of a friend and former 
lover. The latter painting is of Walker 
himself. The image is a wrenching 
one in its own right, but inthe context 
of his body of work to date — tending 
toward the contemplative, men with 
warm skin tones in a blue world of 
cool background colours — Another 
Way is a terrifying declaration of 
pain. The brush strokes are fierce, 
the colours are almost violent. 


“T am expressing the reality of my 
life,” Walker says of his work in 
general and his two AIDS- themed 
paintings specifically. “And I happen 
tobea gay. That’s where the gay part 
comes in. Secondly, I hope I am 
expressing everything that I see and 
feel in a life that has nothing to do 
with being gay. I have a painting 
here of a guy holding his friend’s 
hand an hour before he dies. People 


have say on the deathbeds of their 
friends since the beginning of time, 
and have done the same thing. It 
would be selfish to 
assume that asa gay 
man, I am 
expressing 
something that no 
one has ever felt 
before.” 


But as to whether 
or not his work 
expresses a gay 
aesthetic, Walker is 
unequivocal. 
Perhaps the sense 
of heightened 
unreality that many 
gay men experience 
when exploring his 
work is merely the shock of 
recognition that someone is — finally 
— telling them in paint and light, on 
canvas. This is done in such a way 
that we don’t have to transpose an 
essentially heterosexual image, 
forcing it to apply to us. Giving an 
account of the times he lives in, 
bearing witness to stories of 
friendship. loss, love, even the frozen 
moments that we all too often take 
for granted. 


“We are living in a time when it is 
simply unacceptable for a 
homosexual artist not to be true to 
himself and his art at the same time. 
Andwe almost have to make amends 
for two thousand years of 
homosexual artists lying to survive. 
either for monetary purposes, or just 
to not be killed. I already came out 
once, as a gay man. | didn't want to 
have to come out as a painter, too.” 


“My work speaks to the sensual,” he 
says. “Light, darkness, colour. The 
content has a truth to it. Everyone 
feels angst, aloneness, desire, 
attraction, pain. I definitely don't 
‘do’ a lot of joy. This is a conscious 
reaction against the fact that gay 
men are so often trivialized in so 
much media and artistic 
representation. Even the word is 
gay —the connotation is fun. And we 
certainly do know how to have fun, 
and that’s because we come from a 
place of huge pain. It’s great to have 
fun, but I address the pain of life, 


and put it in a gay context.” 


Another issue that has been raised is 


whether or not he paints an exclusive 
world: too male (“Why don't you put 
women in your paintings? Why are 
there no lesbians in your work?”) too 
white (“Arent black men as beautiful 
to youas white men?”) too gay (“Don't 
you have something against straight 
people? Why do 
you restrict 
yourself this 
way?) 


Walker recalls 
the memory of a 
recent encounter 
with a straight 
man at a party, 
who took him to 
task regarding the 
scarcity of women 
in Walker 
paintings. The 
man was offended 
that there was 
nothing in 
Walker's work 
with which he could immediately 
identify as a heterosexual man. 


“He said, ‘Why aren’t you including 
women in your paintings? The subtext 
being. why wasn't I painting 
something that would better appeal to 
him? I told him I would never ask 
Spike Lee to make a sympathetic film 
about upper class white society. The 
guy was taken aback as a white, 
financially successful heterosexual 
male who was used to having 


everything appeal to him. IfI go to see 
a Spike Lee film, I don’t see a blond, 
white gut in there. I don’t need a fag in 
there.” As to the presence of women in 
his paintings, Walker’s issue has more 
to do with painting who and what he 
knows, rather than politically correct 
gender quotas. “There are many talented 
lesbian artists who paint only lesbians,” 
he says. “I wonder what they would say 
ifsomeone trashed them for not painting 
men?” 


There is a feeling that the world is more 
than happy to offer opinions and censure, 
and his primary goal, as he sees it, is to 
stay alive — to breath, to see, to paint. 
And to chronicle the times in which he 
lives, and leave some indelible record 
behind when his own time comes. 
Telling any story well is a consuming 
task. Telling the stories of the gay men 
who live and die in these times of 
upheaval — moral, personal, political — 
is one that consumes Steve Walker and 
his art. No artist wants to work in a 
vacuum, to not be heard or seen. 


“The reason I feel such an affinity for 


Bronski Beat’s Age of Consent is that it 
was the first time I’d heard an album 
directly addressing a gay man’s life, and 
done well. The fact that my work exists, 
that it addresses aspects of our lives not 
currently addressed by our gay 
iconography is important to me. I hope 
that it is also important to others.” And 
he continues, “there is no real dividing 
line between life and art and that’s why 
I look at my work as being more 
universal.” 9 


Capital City Politics 


High Costs 
for the 
Consumer 


By Laurie Blakeman — Liberal 
MLA - Edmonton 


The spring session of the Alberta 
Legislature has just begunand Albertans 
have been treated to another throne 
speech by the Premier that shows how 
little he really does care or listen. This 
session, Alberta Liberals are in for the 
fight of our lives and your lives, as we 
debate public health care and its future 
in this province. 


The Premier has armed himself with his 
“Truth” squad - a group of Tory MLAs 
who will tell Albertans the “truth” about 
‘private hospitals and private health care. 
Does the government not get the 
Orwellian overtones of the idea of a 
“truth” squad orthe more chilling picture 
created by Nazi Germany? In this 
column, I am going to talk about some 
simple truths on my own — without you 
the taxpayer picking up the tab for 
expensive television programs ($500 
thousand and counting!) or paying the 
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salaries of 6 MLAs. 


Private health care is two-tiered health 
care. Any suggestion to the contrary is 
ludicrous. If you can afford to have an 
MRI sooner, you will get a faster 
diagnosis and that means you will get 
into a hospital bed ahead of those who 
went the public route and are waiting 
for their diagnosis. In essence, having 
money means you get to jump over 
those who don’t. 


Private health care will drive the wages 
down for. nursing and support staff. 
Private health care operations are in it 
for profit. They'll cut costs where they 
can and that means cutting labour costs 
and skimping on things like laundry. 
At the same time, private health care 
will mean high costs for the consumer - 
for those who can afford it. Just think - 
when we went to private liquor stores 
weren't we promised cheaper liquor 
prices? And did that happen? It won’t 
happen with private hospitals either. 


Private hospitals will not solve the health 
care problems of rural Alberta. There 
are simply not enough people in places 
like Milk River or Swan Hills to make 
running a private hospital profitable. 
Rural Albertans are still going to have 
to deal with long hospital waits or 
transfers into bigger centres. 


This government and its Premier are 
hell-bent on getting private health care 
in Alberta. It’s another way it can dump 
its responsibilities of caring for its 
citizens onto private interests and then, 
like some strange Santa Claus, reward 
you with the visions of lower taxes. And 
that’s all you’re going to get is visions 
- because now the provincial government 
is looking at the taxes of businesses as a 
way to entice more companies to locate 
in this province.... more private health 
care companies? Probably. 


This is about benefits for wealthy friends 
and higher costs for everyone else. 


If you would like more information 
about this or any other issue, please 
do not hesitate to contact the 
Constituency office at 10042-116 
Street, Edmonton, AB TSK 1V6 
Phone: 414-0743, Fax: 414-0772 or 
e-mail: blakeman@oanet.com 


A Ministry 
Of Health 
And 
Wellness, 
And Truth 


Squads: 


What’s Next? 


By Sue Olsen — Edmonton 
Liberal MLA 


There is nothing more private than a 
person’s health information. The sacred 
trust between patient and physician 
regarding the confidentiality of the 
information shared ensures that a patient 
can be open and candid so that the 


physician can provide the best care and 
treatment possible. 


What follows is a brief chronology of 
what Klein and his PC MLAs have 
done to give others access to your most 
private health information and why the 
people of Alberta have cause for concern. 


History 

July 1, 1994 The Ralph Klein 
administration re-issues new Alberta 
Health Insurance Card with unique 
P.I.N. (Personal Identification 
Numbers) numbers for every Albertan 
so that no one may receive public health 
services without a number. Every 
database needs unique identifier 
numbers for each record in the database. 
Each Albertan is a record; each PIN the 
unique identifier for that record. 


July 7, 1997 The Ralph Klein 
administrations, begins contracting 
with private, for-profit, international 
computer hardware, software, and 
network corporations to construct the 
electronic network that will allow for 
the trading in citizens most personal, 
and private, health information 
including their very genetic 
composition. It is the birth of Alberta 
We//net or perhaps more appropriately 
Orwe//net. 


1997 - 2000 The Ralph Klein 
administration requires its handpicked 
health authority board to divert millions 
of public tax-dollars away from 
providing health care to help construct 
and connect to Alberta We//net. 


November 1999 Ralph Klein and his 
PC majority used closure to ram Bill 40, 
The Health Information Act, through 
the Alberta Legislative Assembly to 
make We//net operational, to link to 
private hospitals and to ensure this 
intrusive law was passed before 
Albertans who value privacy found out 
what was going on. 


The Legislation 

Section 46 of Klein’s Health 
Information Act reads in part: 

“The Minister or the Department may 
request another custodian to disclose 
individually identifying health 


information for any of the purposes 
listed ... without the consent of the 
individual...” 


Your digital personal private health 
information could be bought, sold 
and traded around the world. 

Have you ever subscribed to a magazine 
or bought something by mail order only 
to find, within days, your mailbox 
flooded with offers from other 
magazines or other companies that you 
have never even heard of? Just imagine 
what private hospitals, insurers and 
health companies will do with your 
information. 


Ralph Klein needed an Health 
Information Act. 

Ralph Klein put in place his health 
information legislation last fall so that 
Albertans digitized personal health 
information can be traded between 
public health officials and private 
hospitals. It was passed so that private 
hospitals can access your digitized 
personal health information and bill 
health authorities. 


Ralph Klein says We//net and his 
Health Information Act are 
“efficient.” 

Yes, a centralized big-brother database 
with every citizen’s drug treatment 
history, STD record, lifestyle choices, 
weight, genetic composition, psychiatric 
records and psychological profiles is 
more efficient than having individual 
doctors and patients control each 
patient’s personal, individual health 
information. A big brother approach 
will save the province money. But at 
what cost? 


A synopsis 

Kleinhas created the Ministry of Health 
and Wellness. Klein has created his 
(Or)wellnet. Klein and the Tories are 
about to send out “truth squads” across 
the province. Inthe background Klein's 
fences committee works on ways to use 
the notwithstanding clause to strip away 
the basic human and constitutional 
rights of hardworking, law-abiding 


Alberta citizens. You just have to 
ask: what’s next? 


They Are 
Blind 


By Raj Pannu - ND MLA 


Last week’s Speech from the 
Throne shows that the Conservative 
government is approaching the 21* 
century with its feet planted firmly in 
the past. 

The initiatives highlighted in the 
speech are throwbacks to the past, bent 
on destroying the valuable social 
institutions Albertans have worked so 
hard to build. 

In the eyes of Premier Klein, 
public health care and education, fair 
taxation and worker’s rights are all on 
the chopping block in the future. 
Medicare — an institution, which has 
come to define Canadians, has never 
faced a bigger threat than the 
government’s proposal to legalize 
private for-profit hospitals. 

Albertans and New Democrats 
have fought against this dangerous and 
foolhardy scheme before and we won't 
stop now. Aswith Albertans, the defense 
of public health care will by my number 
one priority in the upcoming session. 

Instead of punishing the middle 
class with a flat tax, getting nd of health 
care premiums would offer fair and 
simple tax cuts to every Albertan. With 
one stroke of a pen the government 
could put $816 in the pocket of virtually 
every working family in the province — 
end of story. 

Finally, as the government leads 
Alberta into the 21" century, they are 
blind to one of the greatest mistakes of 
the last decade. Since 1990, post- 
secondary costs have skyrocketed, 
student debt levels have gone through 
the roof and university and college 
education have become increasingly 
inaccessible. This has happened in the 


so-called “Information Age”. 
1] 


Greater Edmonton Gay & Lesbian Community 


Support Groups and Services 


Affirm United 

(United Church of Canada) 
meets at McDougall United 
Church 10025 - 101 St. Last 
Saturday of the month at 7:30 
- 9:30 PM. For more info, 
call: Larry at 429-4269 or 
Phyllis/Tess at 462-8896. 


Alberta Pflag 

Meets the last Sunday of each 
month at Knox-Met Church. 
The Church is located at the 
corner of 109 Street and 83 
Avenue. Meeting time is 2 
P.M. Contact Ellen by phone 
at 465-3057 or by e-mail 
showrish@compusmart.ab.ca. 


Alcoholics Anonymous 

A A is a fellowship of men 
and women who share their 
experience, strengthand hope 
with each other that they may 
solve their common problem 
and help others to recover from 
alcoholism. The only 
requirement for membership 
is a desire to stop drinking. 
Call 424-5900 for times and 
places of Gay and Lesbian 
meetings. 


AXIOS - Edmonton 
AXIOS is an international 
organization of Eastern 
Orthodox and Eastern-Rite 
Catholic Gay and Lesbian 
Christians. Our mandate is to 
promote a greater 
understanding of human 
sexuality and spirituality 
within the Eastern Christian 
tradition. The AXIOS 
monthly newsletter is 
available via the Internet. 


Badminton League 
The badminton league is 
designed for men and 
women of all ages and 


experience. Players who are 
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interested can participate in 
Calgary's Western Cup 
Tournament during the 
Easter Long Weekend. For 
further information, please 
contact Bruce at 453-1244 
(email:cwoyteddy(@powersurfr.com) 
or Dennis at 471-4409. 


Bare Naked Boys Club of 
Edmonton - BNBCE 

A naturist group of gay men 
in Edmonton interested in 
social nudity. This is not a sex 
club. Men ofall ages welcome. 
Call Fred at 471-6993 and at 
the email address 
bnbc@Minterbaun.com 


The B.E.A.R.S. of 
Edmonton 

A group for hairy men and 
their admirers meet the last 
Friday of the month 9:00 p. 
m. - 11:00 p.m. at Boots. Or 
write us at #47, 10024-82nd 
Avenue, Edmonton, 

Alberta, Canada T6E 1Z3. 
Our emailaddress is 
bears@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 
Our Website is:http:// 

www .freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/ 
~bears 


Brethren Mennonite 
Council 

For Gay, Lesbian and 
Bisexual concerns. This is a 
support community for gay, 
lesbian and bisexual 
Mennonites and friends. 
Contact Tim at 434-5360 or 
Garrett e-mail: 
garrett.epp@ualberta.ca. 


Dignity Edmonton 

This Edmonton chapter is a 
support community for gay 
and lesbian Catholics and 
friends. Contact Bernard at 
451-1794 or Joseph at 481- 
4218 


Classics 

A social group for lesbians 
over 40. Meetings on the 
first Sunday of the month at 
2 p.m.. Call Donna at 456- 
1008 


Edmonton PFLAG/T 
Parents, Families & Friends 
of Lesbians & Gays. 
Edmonton PFLAG/T 
promotes the health and 
well-being of Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender 
persons, their families and 
friends through support, 
education and advocacy. 
Meetings are held the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month at 
GLCCE. For information 
contact Lynne at 462-5958 
or e-mail: 


pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


Edmonton Prime Timers 
We are a chapter of Prime 
Timers Worldwide, an 
international social 
organization for mature gay 
and bisexual men and their 
younger friends over 21. 
Our activities include: 
theatre nights, video nights, 
pub nights, Sunday 
brunches, and dining out. 
We meet the second Sunday 
of every month 

(except July and August) at 
3:00 PM at the Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton (12530 
110 Ave.) for a social period, 
a guest speaker, and an 
optional supper at a 
restaurant. For more 
information, contact Peter at 
426-7019, Ron by e-mail at 
mercury@planet.con.net, or 
better yet...join us at our 
monthly meeting. 


Edmonton Rainbow 
Business Association 


(ERBA): 

Gay men and Lesbians in 
business and our non-gay 
friends; Joinus ...share your 
business knowledge, learn 
more, make new friends, 
network ... inpositive, proud 
space where being yourself 
is the norm. Call Bill 
Faulkner for more 
information 422 6207. Call 
for information on our BBQ 
on Sept 14, or our general 
meetings. Membership 
$25.00/yr. 


Edmonton Vocal 
Minority 

Women and men of all 
sexual orientations 
dedicated to sharing and 
preserving the cultural 
heritage of the queer 
community. Everyone is 
welcome to join this mixed 
voice choir as either a 
singer or a support 
member. Come and sing 
your pride! For 
information: Telephone: 
(780) 479.2038, E-mail: 
evi@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca, 
on the web at http:// 

www. planet.con.net/ 
~toocute/evm/, or write to 
PO Box 12091, Main Post 
Office Edmonton, AB TSJ 
3L2; 


Equal=Alberta 
[Edmonton] 
Equal=Alberta 

[Edmonton] is a group of 
concerned citizens working 
to ensure gay and lesbian 
Albertans remain protected 
under Alberta’s Human 
Rights Legislation and to 
ensure equal treatment for 
all Albertans. Call: (780) 
488-3234 Fax (780) 482- 
2855. By Email: 


equalalberta@hotmail.com 
or visit our Webpage: 
www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/ 
gicce/equal.htm 


Feather of Hope 
Aboriginal AIDS 
Prevention Society 

The Feather of Hope was 
founded on a need to provide 
AIDS education and support 
to Native People in Alberta. 
Through education and the 
development of communities 
in partnership, it is hoped that 
the spread of AIDS will be 
lessened. Volunteers are very 
important to us. If you can 
help, or would simply like 
some more information, call 
488-5773 


Free-To-Be Volleyball 
Association 

The Association aspires to 
provide opportunities for our 
community to play volleyball 
in a supportive atmosphere. 
1) C-Recreation - contact 
Rick at 474-6785; 2) Beach 
(summer) - contact Rick at 
474-6785; 3) B-Intermediate 
- contact Darcy at 425-7316; 
4) Tournament - contact 
Andrew at 435-9379. Email: 
ftb.volleyball@telusplanet.net. 
Website: 
www.telusplanet.net/public/ 
aschust/ftb. htm 


Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre of 
Edmonton (G.L.C.C.E.) 
The Centre provides services 
for the general public related 
to the concerns and interests 
of gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered people 
including peer counseling 
(drop-in or phone), library, 
workshops, discussion / 
support groups, and 
information referrals. For 
information: phone 488- 
3234; webpages http:// 
freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/ 
gicce/ or e-mail 
glcce(@compusmart.ab.ca. 


Drop-in hours: Monday 
through Friday, 7 to 10 PM. 


Gay Men’s Wednesday 
Coffee Evenings. 

At 7:30 p.m. Breadstick Cafe 
at 10159 - 82 Avenue. This 
group fosters a safe, 
comfortable environment for 
all its participants. At the 
same time, it discourages 
attendance solely for sexual 
relations. Join us to 

relax, share experiences, and 
establish friendships. There 
is no age limit. Tel: 780-463- 
2098 (Graham) E-mail: 
gwatts(@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 
Website: www. geocities.com/ 
WestHollywood/Castro/5598 


Gay Men’s Outreach Crew 
(GMOC) 

GMOC is a peer education 
initiative for gay/bisexual men 
that works toward: preventing 
the spread of HIV among men 
who have sex with men, 
advocating for healthy lifestyle 
choices, and addressing social 
and health concerns by 
fostering self-esteem and gay 
positive attitudes. For 
information on GMOC 
workshops and other activities, 
please call Robert at (780) 488- 
5742 


Gaywire 

Edmonton’s only radio show 
about gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered lives airs on 
CJSR FM88.5 Thursdays 
between 6 and 7 pm. Featuring 
news, local and international 
features and community events. 


Guys Going Dancing 

Tired of dancing alone ina 
crowded club? We meet every 
Friday from 10:00PM at 
Buddy’s Dance Club, 10112 - 
124 Street for companionship 
and fun on the dance floor. 
To join us, contact Graham 
463-2098 or e-mail: 
gwatts(@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


HIV Network of Edmonton 
Society (HIV Edmonton) 
HIV Edmonton works 
cooperatively with all those 
organizations in Alberta and 
across the country who are 
working to help limit the 
spread of HIV infection. HIV 
Edmonton utilizes a best 
practices Harm Reduction 
approach in Health 
Promotion, Advocacy and 
Support, as well as, 
maintaining an extensive 
Resource Centre for use by 
health practitioners, health 
promoters, community 
organizations and those 
infected and affected by HIV. 
For more information on the 
activities of HIV Edmonton, 
please call (780) 488-5742 or 
contact us by email at 
mail@hivedmonton.com. 
Visit our website at 

www. hivedmonton.com. 


Illusions Social Club 

A social club for Crossdressers, 
Transsexuals and_ their 
supporters. We hold two socials 
each month, one on the second 
Thursday and one on the third 
Saturday. For more 
information, write to Illusions 
Social Club. Our mailing 
address is Box 
Edmonton, T5K 2P2; or phone 
488-3234 on Tuesday evenings 
to talk to someone person to 
person. 


Imperial Sovereign Court of 
the Wild Rose 

The mission of the Court is to 
raise funds for charities and 
other organizations which 
provide direct services to gay 
and lesbian individuals. 
Meetings ofthe Society are held 
at 8 PM on the last Wednesday 
of the month at the Garage. 
Our website is at:  http:// 
www.geocities.com/ 
WestHollywood/5904 


Interfaith Association on 
AIDS Edmonton 
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The purpose of this 
association is to sensitize 
local faith communities 
and their leaders to the 
unique spiritual and 
emotional needs of those 
infected by HIV/AIDS. 
Many faith communities 
are included. Phone 448- 
1768 for more 
information. Email: 
mail@hivedmonton.com. 


Lambda Christian 
Community Church 

We are a non- 
denominational 
evangelical Christian 
church. One of our 
primary goals is to provide 
a safe and affirming 
environment for all who 
desire to worship God. 
Lambda Community 
Church, 11148-84 Avenue 
(Garneau United Church) 
Edmonton, T6G OV8. Call 
474-0753. Weekly Sunday 
service at 7 p. m. 


Liatris Society 

An informal social group 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgendered and straight 
people who enjoy 
gardening and outdoor 
nature activities. For 
information see 

www. freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/ 
gicce/liatris.htm or contact 
liatrissociety@hotmail.com 
or William at 474-7328. 


Liaison Committee, The 
In June of 1993, 
Edmonton Police Service 
and the Gay and Lesbian 
community met for a 
liaison to promote an 
atmosphere of 
understanding and mutual 
respect. For more info, call 
Edmonton Police Service 
at 423-4567 or contact the 
committee at 421-2277 
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Living Positive 

Emotional, spiritual and 
psychological support is 
available through Living 
Positive to all those affected 
by HIV infection. We offer 
strong, loving, confidential 
support. We also meet weekly 
and share our mutual 
experiences. Living Positive 
is entirely directed by and for 
people who share a common 
diagnosis of HIV+. Peer 
counselling, hospital visits and 
a speakers bureau are also 
available through our society. 
Phone 488-5768 or e-mail: 
livepos@connect.ab.ca. 


Long Yang Club 

Edmonton Chapter 

We are an International 
orginization for Gay-Asians 
and non-Asians. We are the 
worlds largest with chapters 
in 28 cities and 11 countries. 
Come and Join US! Contact us 
via Graham at 463-2098. 


Lutherans Concerned: 
Edmonton 

We are a spiritual 
community for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and straight people. 
Lutherans Concerned 
gathers monthly for worship, 
sharing, and friendship. We 
offer individual support and 
a Safe space for our own 
spiritual questions. Call 
Mette at 461-5571, or write 
P.O. Box 11095, Edmonton, 
AB, T5J 3K4 e-mail: 
luthconc@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Metropolitan Community 
Church of Edmonton 
(M.C.C.) 

We are a local church within 
the denomination of the 
Universal Fellowship of 
Metropolitan Community 
Churches. Our major focus 
14 


is to the defranchised of 
society. The UFMCC allows 
anyone to feel a part of the 
Christian Community and to 
claim our place in God’s 
Universe. Services are open 
to all. We worship on 
Sunday evenings at 7:15 at 
McDougall United Church - 
South entrance. Please feel 
free to join us! Call 429- 
2321 for more information. 
E-mail: 
revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


M.C.C. Youth Group 
Provides a safe environment 
for gay/les/bi/trans youth to 
express themseives freely, 
explore sexuality and to 
experience god’s/goddess’ 
healing and wholeness. 
How we intend to achieve 
this goal is through social, 
recreational, educational 
and cultural activities. We 
are meeting on Tuesday 
evening at 7:00 p.m. If you 
have any further questions, 
please E-mail Pam at 
pamjoce(@telusplanet.net. 
Our phone number is 429- 
2321 


New Attitudes 

We are a group for those of 
you who are In their mid- 
20’s to mid-30’s. We are 
here for socializing, meeting 
people, and just having fun. 
We do a coffee evening 
every third Sunday. 
Anything we plan to do is 
done on that night. We meet 
at The Urban Grind (10124- 
124st @ 7pm). It is an 
evening of relaxed chatting, 
and good coffee. We 
welcome any men or women 
who would like to join us. 
Please feel free to come on 
down for a night of 
conversation and 
Friendliness. E-Mail us at: 
g_mw_edmonton@yahoo.ca. 


Northern Chaps 
Edmonton’s Leather - Fetish 
club for Gay, Lesbian, and 
straight men and womyn was 
established six years ago. We 
strike to educate the rest of 
the community through 
workshops, staged 
demonstrations and events in 
order to heighten awareness. 
Northern Chaps meets at 
Boots & Saddle. For 
information, phone 488- 
3234. The e-mail address: 
geoffw@compusmart.ab.ca 


Northern Titans 

Northern Titans 
International Bowling 
League meets every Saturday 
at 5:00pm, September to 
April, at Pins & Cues 
Bowling & Billiards Centre, 
Southeast corner of 
Westmount Shopping 
Centre, 111 Ave. & 135 St. 
For more information, please 
call Garry Billett at (403) 
426-6311 


Outback Trailblazers 
Formerly known as the River 
Valley Cyclists. The 
organization promotes 
recreational and outdoor 
pursuits within the gay, 
lesbian, bi-sexual, and 
transgendered cummunities 
of Edmonton and 
surrounding area. Future 
activites may include hiking, 
canoeing, camping, 
horseback riding and any 
other suggestions for 
activities are welcome. For 
more information, please call 
Dan at 440-6710 or Peter at 
434-4712 or email at 
danzjeep@oanet.com. 


OUTreach 

OUTreach is a university- 
based organization for gays, 
lesbians and bisexuals 
interested in an academic 


Support Groups and Services 


atmosphere. Meetings are 
held every Tuesday at 5:00 
p.m. on campus, main floor 
of the Athabasca Hall. 

Topics vary from week to 
week. Additional 
information is available by 
E-mail: 
outreach@gpu-.srv.ualberta.ca 


Team Edmonton 

Team Edmonton - Gay 
Games Association is set up 
to provide an opportunity for 
persons interested in 
participating in the Gay 
Games through fund raising. 
If you would like to be 
involved with Team 
Edmonton, call Johann at 
437-0687. 


Yours Mine Ours And Us 
Parenting support group for 
gibt parents, partners. Meets 
the first and third Wed. of 
the month from 7 - 9 p.m. 
Small donation for room 
costs. Issues of parenting, 
sharing skills, coming out to 
kids, discipline etc. 

Call Liz at 415-5434 or 
Garry at 426-6311 for more 
information. This is peer 
support, not a therapy group, 
nor a dating service. 


Youth Understanding 
Youth 

We meet every Saturday 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Gay 
and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton, Suite 
103, 10612-124 Street. A 
social support group for 
anyone under the age of 25 
years. For more information, 
or to give your input email: 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 


Visions - Unitarian Church 
of Edmonton 

We are an open, liberal 
religious community that 
values diversity and 


celebrates our Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual, and ransgendered 
members. With us, you are 
encouraged with open mind 
and heart to form your own 
set of personal beliefs. Sunday 
services at 9:30am and 
11:15am. 12530 - 110 Ave, 
Ph. 454-8073. For more 
information, please call 
Kristy at 433-5843 or Mike at 
482-6582. 


Womonspace 

We are a social and 
recreational society for 
lesbians in Edmonton. We 
hold monthly dances and 
other activities. Look for our 
monthly newsletter around 
town or phone 482-1794. 
Visit our website at 

www. gaycanada.com/ 
womonspace/. 


Writers Club 

There are several successful gay 
writers in Edmonton. Many 
more write as a hobby just for 
the fun of it. The goal is to 
establish a Writers Club which 
will encourage and support the 
serious writers of the future, 
and at the same time increase 
the pleasure of the hobbyists. 
The Writers Club meets 
biweekly on Mondays from 
7:30PM to 9:30PM. For further 
information, location and the 
next meeting date, contact 
Graham 463-2098 or e-mail: 


gwatts@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Regional Organizations 


Freedom Fort McMurray 
A social Support group for 
Gays/Lesbian/Bisexual & 
Transgendered Persons and 
their friends. For information 
on upcoming events and 
inquirings into membership, 
please call our Freedom line 
(780) 799-GAY1 (4291). To 
speak directly with a 
welcoming committee 
member, call between 3-6pm 
on Tuesdays or Thursdays. 


You may mail us at Freedom 
Fort McMurray c/o Money 
Mart Suite #1, 9713 Harding 
St. Fort McMurray, AB T9H 
Be) 


PARENTING 


Grande Prairie 

Gay and Lesbian 
Community, Box 1492 
Grande Prairie, AB T8V 
4Z3, e-mail: 
pellerin@gprc.ab.ca 


Northern Rainbow Youth 
A support group for High 
School students. Our email 


address is Have you beew looking for us ? 

nry13_18@hotmail.com and 

our web page is Do you tel uoleted os ow LGBT parent? 

www.imhenley.com/ashe/nry. 

Any high school student can have children? 
poriluer e ‘ 

get more info by contacting Dot as 

their school guidance 7 no offocti - aneuiling 

counsellor. If you want more De Ue with ike had y) a 

info yourself, then you can skills : 


call Crystal at (780) 790- 


0775 at work. Our Mission: 


Y to acknowledge our families and to provide 
High Level Gay and mutual support and resources in a safe, 
Lesbian Support Group confidential environment for lesbian/gay/ 
The High Level Support bisexual/transexual people who are parenting. 


Group offers info on suicide 
prevention, monthly We meet regularly to: 
meetings, provincial events, 


Lee v share parenting successes and challenges 
gay organizations, 


information on a place to Yv _ enhance our parenting skills 
meet and free councelling Vv hold educational seminars 
provided by High level 
Mental Health for both gay Members are available to speak with groups. 
people and parents of gay 
children. Our web site This is not a dating service or 
address is http:// a substitute for professional therapy. 
www. geocities.com/ 
westhollywood/park/7702/ or For more information: 
write us at P.O. Box 3434, contact Liz at (780) 415-5434 
High Level, Alta, TOH 1Z0 e-mail:ahanemas(@datanet.ab.ca 
or call 780-926-3989 or Garry at (780) 426-6311 
e-mail: davegarry@v-wave.com 
Out North 
Box 2827 
Yellowknife, NT. . 
X1A 2R2 Your group can be listed here as a community 


Phone line: 867-669-7279 
Website: 

www. yellowknife.com/ 
ptartan/outnorth.htm 
E-mail: 
Out_north99@hotmail.com 


service of Times .10. Please try to keep your 
listing updated. This is not the place to make 
announcements of upcoming events, just gen- 
eral information and a contact. You can e-mail 
your listing to times10@v-wave.com 


Family 
Day: 
Alberta 
Style 


By Councillor Michael 
Phair 


Every year as we 
approach mid-February, I 
have this very queasy 
feeling about Alberta’s 
special holiday dedicated 
to families. I am never 
sure how to celebrate it in 
a personal manner, as I 
don’t think that the 
Province really meant to 
include me—or any other 
gays, lesbians or bisexuals. 
And yet, here I am again 
in the midst of Family 
Weekend at City Hall at a 
ceremony honouring an 
Edmontonian family and 
tomorrow will be at a 
community fair in Queen 
Mary Park/Central 
McDougall for 
neighborhood families. 


In most other provinces, 


changes in attitudes and 
legislation has led to a wider 
thinking about families and 
a much more inclusive 
definition that recognizes 
how all of us grow and 
support each other in our 
homes and apartments. Yet, 
only in Alberta is it 
necessary to have a special 
recognition of ‘families’ 
that leaves me feeling that 
not everyone belongs. 


This year there is cause to 
celebrate, but the reasons 
come from the initiatives of 
the federal government! 
This past week Anne 
McLelland, MP _ for 
Edmonton East, announced 
changes in_ federal 
legislation that will 
recognize the equality of 
lesbians and gay men with 
other Canadians and their 
families. Essentially, at the 
national level, 
discrimination in all areas 
under federal jurisdiction 
will cease. As Maureen 
Irwin mentions elsewhere 
in her article in Times. 10, it 
is hard for me to believe it is 
happening as I remember 
the struggle inthe Edmonton 
of the early years of the 
1980’s. I did not think that 
I would live to see these 
changes, and I am so 
pleased. What we have done 
in Canada is_ truly 
remarkable. 


As I looked through the 
information on the proposed 
changes and how they have 
come about, I am struck by 
the poll results that show 
over half of all Canadians 
say that they are personally 
familiar with a lesbian or 
gay man. Although there 


are many reasons for the 
changes in the public’s 
attitude about us, I am 
convinced that the most 
important is that people 
knowus. The emphasis on 
‘coming out’ to family, 
friends, co-workers or as 
inmy case, the whole world 
has been both a personal 
issue and a political 
statement. Not solong ago, 
around 1983, only 20 or 
25% of Canadians said that 
they knew a person who 
was gay and 75% said that 
they did not know anyone. 
Many of those 75% did not 
want to know anybody who 
was lesbian or gay, felt 
that there was no 
discrimination and saw us 
as threats to the family. 


So this year, we ALL need 
to celebrate Canadian 
family day because it has 
been the ‘coming out’ of 
each of us in our own way, 
whether to one person or 
millions that have driven 
the changes that are 
happening. And each of 
us must redouble our 
efforts to “come out’ in 
Edmonton and Alberta so 
that Alberta’s Family Day 
in the near future can also 
be our “family day’. 


(Councillor Michael Phair 
welcomes your opinions 
and questions on city 
matters at 496-8146 
(phone), 496-8113 (fax), 
or email him at 


THEATRE 


8712 - 109 ST. 


433- 0728 


or on the internet 
http://www.edmovieguide.com 


Some 
Twenty 
Years 
Later 


By Maureen Irwin 


Queers count! Gay and 
lesbian relationships are as 
valid as_ heterosexual 
relationships. What a 
revelation! Most of us knew 
that before we heard a 
Minister of the Crown stand 
in her place in the parliament 
of Canada and say so. Never 
the less, when Justice 
Minister Anne McLellan 


proposed changes to <http:// 
www.parl. gc.ca/cgi-bin/36/ 
pb_gob.pl?e#C-23>The 
Modernization of Benefits and 
Obligations Act on February 
11, it was a very affirming 
moment for many GLBT 
Canadians. Canadian laws 
will changeto reflectthe reality 
of our lives, she said. We will 
receive the same benefits 
afforded other common law 
couples. 


Am I elated! You bet I am. I 
and hundreds of other queer 
folk all across this country have 
been working for many years 
to have our rights recognized. 
We have argued that when we 
pay the same income tax as 
other Canadians then we 
should have the same benefits. 
When my same-sex spouse 
died in 1998 I was denied 
survivor benefits. | was on a 


Fe A 


disability pension and that 
pension would have made a 
big difference in my life. Had 
she had lived until I became a 
senior citizen four months ago, 
she could have collected a 
pension too. This would have 
made a difference in our lives 
as she was going to university 
and money was in short 


supply. 


Is there a down side to these 
rights and obligations? You 
bet there is. Am I concerned? 
You bet I am! Governments 
don t make changes unless 
they too benefit! The changes 
to the 86 federal laws will 
mostly benefit upper income 
gays/lesbians with property. 
It is doubtful it is good news 
for the lesbian who is 
parenting with a same-sex 
partner. She will likely loose 
many of the benefits she has 
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been entitled to under the 
present law. The couples joint 
income will be considered 
when calculating income for 
programs such as the Child 
Tax Credit. I hope we do not 
see a repeat of the old 1960s 
spouse in the house rule when 
we saw government agents 
look for tell-tale signs of a 
man around and then would 
use that information as an 
excuse to cut single women 
off Social Services benefits. 


Will two women or two men 
living together automatically 
be declared to be a common 
law couple? This is one of a 
great many questions that 
have to be answered. But, If 
we applaud the recognition 
of our rights then we also 
need to recognize that we have 
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Book now for 2001 to avoid disappointment! 
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It’s a Black 
and White 
Affair! 


It’s that time again — time to get creative and dress up 
for the 10” anniversary Black and White Affair! 


This popular “Party with a Purpose’ is presented by 
HIV Edmonton (formerly the AIDS Network of 
Edmonton). The organization’s mandate isto provide 
education and support both for people infected and 
for those affected by the disease. HIV Edmonton 
raises funds in order to offer services that often mean 
the world to patients in the city. 


The organization strives to provide services and 
programs which are most needed in the community 
by adapting to constant changes. This also means 
having the financial means to do so. The reality is 
that fund raising is a constant effort, but at the same 
time, trends in the disease see transmission rates 
rising among several demographic groups in the 
province, including women and young people under 
the age of 25. 


With these issues to address and needs to meet, this 
annual event for HIV Edmonton, a Black and White 
affair, is not only fun to attend, but is also very 
important as a fund raiser. This year is the 10% 
anniversary for this event and will be at a new venue 
— the Shaw Conference Centre on Saturday March 
18, 2000 at 7:30 p.m. Once again the event will 
feature a silent auction with items donated by 
Edmonton businesses and residents — everything 
from artwork and hotel packages to clothing and 
specialty baskets. There’s also live entertainment 
and dancing until 1:00 a.m., with food donated by 12 
local restaurants and caterers. There will also be a 
‘best dressed food table’ competition this year where 
the restaurants will be vying for the best looking food 
presentation area. And to keep the party going, there 
is also a cash bar. 


Musicians will be the Big Breakfast Boogie Band for 
the second year, and a new addition, Red’s Rebels — 
a great 11 piece band well known as the house band 
from Red’s at WEM. With the end ofthe millennium, 
start of a new century and 10" anniversary of the 
Black and White Affair, the organizers thought it 
yyould be appropriate to take a look back on ‘the days 


of black and white’. The theme and décor for the evening will reflect 
the time frame ofthe 1920’s, ‘30’s and ‘*40’s, and featured entertainment 
includes The Nightengales, a vocal trio who specializes in renditions 
of songs from the war era.It is an 
evening to let loose and have fun - you 
can dress formal or pick an era of your 
choice and dress creatively in black 
and white. Everyone is encouraged to 
find a costume that works for you! 


The event has moved to the Shaw 
Conference Centre because the event 
has grown steadily over the last 9 
years and the SCC can accommodate 
the anticipated 1400 guests plus leave 
room fora dance floor, food tables and 
the silent auction. Last year, with 
about 1300 people in attendance, the event raised over $35,000 for the 
AIDS Network of Edmonton, This year they expect to sell 1,400 tickets 
and raise $40,000. Tickets are only $35.00, or $40.00 at the door. A 
Black and White affair is also pleased to introduce a new addition to 
the event, the Top Hat and Tiara (T.H.A.T.) Club. Limited to only 100 
tickets, guests will enjoy many benefits in addition to supporting a 
great event and community organization. Tickets are $100 and 
include reserved seating in a designated area; champagne upon 
arrival; entry into a draw for a limousine to and from the event; special 
favors and surprises plus a tax receipt for $65. For further information 
or to purchase your tickets, call 488-5743, ext. 243 today! 


Twenty 
Year 
Later 


Continued from page 17 


obligations too. If we welcome 
one, we need to accept the other, 
albeit with concern for some 
members of our community. 


In the 1970s when I joined the 
Gay Alliance Toward Equality 
(GATE), Barry Breau still worked 
quietly in a government office, 
Michael Phair had just come out 
and Liz Massiah had not yet 
moved here. That shows long ago 
it was! At the time I was not out, 
although that was to change very 
quickly. Inthe early 1980s, GALA 
came into being and I continued to 
work for change with Michael, 
Liz, George Davison, Katherine 
DeBree, Tom Edge, Lorna 
Murray, Tom Gale, John Doyle, 
Jeff Winkler, Anita Jensen Matt 
Keufler, Delwin Vriend, Nick 
Zwagstra and many others whose 
names escape me today. Later, 
Anna Hanscher, Murray Billet, 
Roz Osternforf and a number of 
other lesbians and gay men would 
join us. We were few in number 
but mighty in energy. Our office 
was Michael Phair’s living room 
and every weck Tom Gale would 
deliver his weekly supply of letters 
and petitions to the legislature. 
And boy did we work to ensure he 
had a good supply!. During the 
week we visited bars, dances, 
churches, organizations and where 
ever 2 or more persons were 
gathered together to talk to them 
about equality and ask for their 
signature on a letter and or a 
petition. Many people would sign 
only with their first name but it 
was important that they be heard. 


What did we want? We wanted 


equality. To most of us that meant 
not being discriminated against 
in the areas of work, housing and 
services. Like my late same-sex 
spouse Sheryl McInnes, a 
number of these wonderful 
friends did not live to see all the 
changes this decade has brought. 
AsIwritethis, Iremember Shery] 
and Tom Edge and Randy and... 


Since 1981, the Alberta 
government has amended its own 
human rights legislation (the 
IRPA) a number of times, but it 
took a ruling by the Supreme 
Court in the Vriend case to force 
it to include sexual orientation 
as a protected ground in Alberta. 
So there still is much work to be 
done! I left GALA in 1996 
knowing that the movement 
would continue in some form as 
long as it was needed. 


After GALA faded from the 
scene, it was replaced with a 
much larger organization, Equal 
= Alberta. Change is possible - 
attitudes as well as laws. We 
need to use the system to elect 
people who will facilitate that 
change. I voted for Anne 
McLellan in Edmonton West and 
she is the Justice Minister who 
has proposed these federal 
changes. Many of us worked to 
elect Michael Phair to Edmonton 
City Council and now the City of 
Edmonton had an_=anti- 
discrimination policy that 
protects its GLBT employees. 


Some 25 years after I first got 
involved in the struggle for 
equality for GLBT persons, Iam 
greatly encouraged by the 
advances we have made. But the 
greatest thing I have brought from 
my time in the movement 1s the 
friendships I have formed with 
women and men, gay and straight 
who truly are great Canadians. 


Coming Soon 
G.L.L.S.N. 


(Gay and Lesbian 


Information 


Services Network) 


is now setting © 


up a 24 hour 
7 day a week 


Help Line service 


. for 
Gay Youth 
and 


Gay & Lesbian 
Information : 
Services 


Year 2000 Calendars will 
be available from Or- 
lando Books, Front Page, 
Georgia Baths and Pride 
Video only until March 
15. They are $10.00 and 
the money goes to the 


Helpline 


(A Times .10 Publications Society 
Production with assistance 
from you and Interactive Male) 


Living In Leather 


The 3SM Runbook 

A Safe & Sane Relationship 

The entire version can be seen at: 
http://24.108.5.75/3sm/3sm- 
runbook. html 

(Used with permission by 3SM.) 


Probably everyone youknow participates 
at some level in what is known (broadly) 
as ‘leather culture’. To understand 
leatherfolk, one needs to understand the 
social order to which the ‘lifestyle’ is 
applied. The empowerment that 
accompanies the affirmation of the 
leather lifestyle has been compared to a 
second coming-out. The hierarchy, 
respect, and unspoken code of ethics 
that exists at the core of all leather 
organizations is built around the need 
for structural self-preservation. Although 
hardly recognized, the terms Leather/ 
SM/Fetish apply to everyone who has 
ever had a sexual thought. Even the 
‘missionary position’ has a power 
structure of Dominant/Submissive or 
Aggressive/Passive elements that are so 
magnified within the Leather Culture. It 
is about power, and the Safe, Sane, 
Consensual exchange of that power. 


We are learn very early on how to 
manipulate and fulfill our wants and 
needs, be it a reward of either positive or 
negative attention as a child, or 
experimenting with our sexuality in later 
years. Signals are important in fulfilling 
thoseneeds. Visual signals are the easiest 
to recognize and stimulate our interests. 
There are also more subtle forms of 
communication/signals that trigger 
interest and help to create that fantasy/ 
role-play world of leather-sex. And, by 
the way, sex is not always the goal. The 
ability to escape beyond the rigors of 
day-to-day routines and stresses is often 
far more important and rewarding. 


As leatherfolk we area visible and viable 
part of a larger community, which has 
demonstrated time and again the 
importance of diversity. Leatherfolk have 
been expounding upon the difference 
between ‘consent’ and ‘abuse’ for years. 
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When leatherfolk witness abuse in a 
public setting we often feel like we have 
to start from squareone because it usually 
affirms the public’s view of what they 
believe is known about us. 


To those in the leather community there 
is a trust, consent and understanding of 
the nuances of the lifestyle. To the 
unaware and uneducated, ‘public play’ 
without any prior explanation or lead- 
in, is often seen in a very different light. 
The dimmer the light, the more the 
condemnation (if you get the political 
drift). 


Tolerance is a very personal thing, and 
acceptance levels vary, even among our 
own. The acceptance we strive for in the 
larger community should not be judged 
by the actions of a singular negative (or 
perceived negative) incident. 


S&M 

The words sadism and masochism are 
derived from the names oftwo European 
noblemen; the Frenchman, the Marquis 
de Sade, (1740-1814) (de Sade wrote 
Justine, Juliette, and 120 Days of Sodom) 
and the Austrian Count Leopold von 
Sacher-Masoch (1836-1895) (he wrote 
Venus In Furs). Both men wrote and are 
reputed to have performed acts that 
included erotic pain, domination and 
submission. Unfortunately its meaning 
is often confused with the meaning of 
the word algolagnia, which means the 
infliction or receipt of pain for sexual 
pleasure. Sadomasochism, as currently 
used by safe, sane and consensual 
players, does not necessarily involve 
physical pain; it could bejust domination 
and submission.” 


First impressions hold the most 
attention. Our community is a micro- 
cosm of the ‘real-world’ (now there is a 
subject open for debate); and as such 
there are applicable social problems. 
Three words that have become the motto 
of leatherfolk worldwide: Safe, Sane 
and Consensual Quote : “Safe: All 
players have taken the necessary 
precautions to prevent psychological 


and physical damage to themselves. 
Sane: All players are in full possession 
of their mental faculties and are fully 
aware of the risks involved in the play 
they intend to undertake. Consensual: 
All players fully understand the potential 
risks of their intended play and have 
consented to the activities. This consent 
may be withdrawn or modified by any 
player at any time. 


The only discussions that ever arise 
around the mention of those three 
words represent the wide view or 
interpretations they represent.” ..... 
Trevor Jacques, On the Safe Edge 


Some quick notes: 

Safe: 

-Condoms & gloves (including your 
toys) -Safe words should be agreed 
upon by all players and never ignored. 
-hand gestures as backup 

-Keys, locks & restraints (do you have 
the keys?) 

-Does a friend/witness know where 
you are? 

Sane: 

-no drugs/alcohol (risks, legal 
reasons) 

-Scenes are ‘role-play’ don’t mistake 
erotic fiction for instruction. 
-Expectations; is the message clear — 
fantasy vs. reality — need vs. panic, 
or, is what you have asked for 
possible? 

-Emotional triggers — have pasts 
been dealt with (play as a coping 
mechanism) 

-is your partner(s) aware of words/ 
cues that should be avoided? 

-Are you prepared (able) to say no? 


Consensual: 

-Switching roles; toys and cues; have 
you discussed who can use what 
during play. 

-Edge needs/Fear; playing in public; 
minimal rules; elements of danger; 
taunting the Top or the bottom. 

-Go slow — err on the side of caution 
until a comfort zone is established. 
-Don’tlose responsible judgment. There 
is a fine line between responsible and 


overly-cautious. (ic: not giving your 
partner what is needed to fulfill a scene. ) 


Discussions around being safe usually 
orient toward medical safety, but quickly 
expand into emotional tnggers and physical 
well being of the players involved. 
Emotional safety is a point that needs to be 
stressed. Not that medical and physical 
safety are not important; but they are more 
easily and thoroughly discussed. If the 
players involved have not adequately 
covered some of the ground rules of conduct 
then their play may be unknowingly treading 
on thin ice. Certain words may tngger 
emotions from a past that may not be too 
pleasant, or could be downright hornific. 
Nothing 1s more frightening than having a 
play partner recede into an emotional panic 
without any knowledge of the ‘trigger’. 


Body motions, certain circumstances, 
lighting, (or lack of it) , may all play in 
factoring problems. So a few honest 
exchanges at the beginning ofan encounter 
may make the difference. Common sense 
dictates that if you are uncomfortable in 
certain situations, you either avoid them or 
make them known so that your partner will 
also avoid them. Fill out a questionnaire. 
Sometimes this is easier than direct 


conversation. 


Unfortunately some people feel that 
discussing certain issues is viewed as a 
weakness rather than a practical solution 
to ensure a good time. Players seem to 
have no problem ‘role playing’ and asking 
about condom or rubber gloves within the 
play, but to ask about a word or specific 
actions, which may contain unpleasant 
memories, seems somehow inappropriate. 
To stop in the middle of a play situation 
and ask not to use a word, in no way 
detracts from the reality of the experience. 
Afterall the idea is to enjoy the experience, 
not perpetuate feelings of guilt or self- 
humiliation. If you are using the play to 
justify your feelings of inadequacy then 
you shouldn’t be looking for a leather 
experience, you should be looking for a 
therapist. Consent and sanity are more 
easily discussed in both a workshop 
situation, and as ground rules for a session 
of play. 


There is one thing that consistently comes 
up, (usually within body language); it is 
the fear of rejection (or the feeling of being 
‘less than’) that would lead a person to feel 
they have to consent to an activity they are 
unsure of, or do not enjoy. You do not have 


to do anything you do not wishto do. You 
have the nght to direct the play to your 
liking, or just say no. Easier said than 
done, but a lack of playmates is no reason 
to jeopardize your own well being. The 
adage that there are not enough good 
Tops around so a bottom feels he has to 
oblige in order to have an ‘experience’ is 
unfounded. 


Most Tops became good players by being 
versatile and adapting to the needs of 
both players. Consent may be given 
verbally, but body language never lies, 
and a good Top will usually be able to 
read the information transmitted. This is 
where I question the ‘sanity’ of some 
players use of drugs and alcohol. 
Perceptions of play and thresholds ‘slide’ 
with the use of both, as they influence 
judgment and reality. 


Ignorance is no excuse for an accident. 


Although paramedic fantasies can be fun, 
there is no need to create one by accident; 
and if you are afraid of calling 911, fear 
not, they have seen it all. No two people 
in a room are going to agree on the 
description of the words, safe, sane and 
consensual. 


BS aictite Of Normal 


Liz Massiah, MSW, RSW 
Reg’d. Clinical Social Worker 


With Gordon Portman, editor 
And award winning playwright 


I would like to address the recently 
introduced federal legislation that would 
include lesbian and gay couples as 
common law couples in all federal statutes. 


It’s exciting that the powers that be are 
finally thinking about doing this ... but 
let’ snotforget that along with the potential 
joys of finally being considered as equals, 
at least in terms of a money issue or two, 
there is another point of view: 


For some, the proposed legislation means 
that we are moving trom being “outsiders” 
to being “insiders”, considered more 
“like” than “unlike”. This situation poses 
some interesting questions...as usual, 
questions that have no easy, clear answer. 


What are your answers? What are the 
ghosts in your life that are connected to 
being lesbigay? How does this new 
legislation challenge those beliefs about 
“Gay relationships don’tlast” or “Society 
doesn’t respect us, so f*** ‘em!” How 
does this official sanction, this change of 
status from “outsider” to “insider”, impact 
what you think of yourself, your partner, 
or your friends, coupled or not? Which of 
your beliefs about relationships being 
- “sanctioned” is challenging? Do you feel 
the need to have those relationships 
sanctioned at all? Isit affirming to be able 
to contnibute to your partner’s RRSP, or 
is ita bit scary? Or 1s all of this a way in 
which our innate “difference”, which 
we've worked so hard to claim and 
celebrate, is being sold out in the name of 
“assimilation”? 


It seems to me that for some folks, at the 
basis of all those questions is a struggle 
with issues connected to sex and sexuality. 
There are, in my experience, lots of us 
who operate trom the premise that because 
op) 


our sexual orientation is different, the non- 
sexual aspects of our lives are 
automatically different. I’m not saying 
anything about this view of the situation 
one way or the other: depending on the 
experiences of the individual, that point of 
view can be perfectly valid. I’m making 
the point for a couple of reasons: first of all 
to point out that in my experience, there are 
lots of. different ways that struggle 
manifests, to one degree or another, in our 
lives and in society as a whole. It’s also my 
experience that there are almost as many 
ways to sort out the tensions that that 
struggle brings to the surface, with all of it 
- struggles and solutions and everything in 
between - often showing up in the conflicts 
that couples bring to therapy. It doesn’t 
always happen directly, but the tensions 
are there nevertheless, as phantoms 
hovering over our shoulders in the therapy 
room. 


It often seems to me that therapy rooms are 
pretty crowded spaces. The ghosts of both 
sets of parents, other family members, 
friends, even voices from society as a 
whole. They’re all there, and every one of 
them seems to be providing messages of 
how we should be, how we should not be, 
how we might be, how we would like to be, 
how we could be, or how we’re afraid to 
be. In other words, all of us, to varying 
degrees, live our relationships based on 
how we have experienced, or would like to 
experience, our selves in other parts of our 
lives. 


Look at it this way: Ifyou grew up thinking 
that Sunday dinner is rare roast beef, wine 
and crystal and your partner grew up 
thinking it was Kraft dinner in front of the 
TV, doesn’t it make sense that you might 
have some differences to work out? If one 
of you grew up having tohide from violence, 
or protecting your siblings from violence, 
and the other grew up in a mostly loving, 
supportive environment, doesn’t it make 
sense there might be issues of trust between 
the two of you? If your parents obsessed 
about every penny and his/hers didn’t, 
then isn’t it likely that your responses to 
buying anew DVD or two ounces of pot or 


whatever will be different? If you grew 
up with one parent who insisted upon 
controlling the purse strings while the 
other didn’t know how to write a check, 
isn’t that bound to affect the way you look 
at the opportunity to contribute to your 
partner’s RRSP? 


As you might imagine, these questions 
and tensions have all come up in my work 
with straight couples as well as with 
couples in LBGT relationships. In some 
cases, maybe it is our sexual orientations 
and styles that mark the only significant 
difference between “us” and “them” - in 
which case, the proposed “spousal 
benefits” laws are even more appropnate 
than we might think. And (here’s my 
second point) it might just be possible 
that the issues we face as couples don’t 
have to be connected to our sexual 
orientation. 


The bottom line in all of this 1s not to say 
that we are helpless in the face of our past 
“stuff”: Rather, it’s to suggest that very 
often, the work of couples is to pay 
attention to what that “stuff” is doing 
now. In other words, is it really your own 
notions of how to face life that are in play, 
or are they someone else’s ... and if they 
are someone else’s, how do you move to 
aplace of determining what your feelings 
about Sunday dinner, RRSP’S and/or 
being “sanctioned” are? It seems to me 
that it requires thought, communication, 
patience ... and time. Time to examine 
your thoughts and feelings, in whatever 
ways work for you, to discard what is not 
true, for you, and build on what is. 


Finally: how terrific that we can actually 
ponder these questions in a real way. 
Congratulations and thanks to all of us for 
hanging in there, for knowing that change 
comes about eventually — that the corn 
will eventually grow. 


(The opinions in this columnare those of 
the authors. They are not meant to 
replace consultation with a qualified, 
accountable professional.) 


A 08) AMA CE AN 


TOMA OPEENG 


i} 


WATE 


wwiwinextbestthingmovi 


"SPOOR lu ARAGON AEC ERS 


© 
lee 
O 
4 
< 
= 
fa 
a 
<a 
ss 
cS 
i 
es 
oa 
> 
ea 
ep 
ce] 
em 
b 
=< 
ea 


© gg 
Sg Sage 
Ao 

RB Sew eee ! 


TH 


Exciting Times 
at GLCCE 


Things are really heating up at GLCCE. We expect to be 
hiring a half time Office Administrator/Volunteer 
Coordinator before the end of February. This will be the 
first paid position in the history of GLCCE and its 
predecessor GATE (The Gay Alliance Towards Equality). 
To say that we are very excited would be a dramatic 
understatement! 


Major changes are also underway at the Board level. As 
of this month we have an Executive Committee of the 
Board to deal with some of the day to day issues which 
will need to be dealt with between our monthly Board 
meetings. This committee will also be responsible for 
overseeing our new employee. 


As some of you may have heard, we have had a number of 
resignations from our Board in recent months. We greatly 
regret the loss of some very valued contributors to the 
growth and development of the Centre. It is especially 
important to thank Fred Dicker for his work as Male Co- 
chair over the last 5 years. To a very real extent, Fred is 
responsible for keeping GLCCE from folding on a 

number of occasions and allowing us to get to the exciting 
junction we find ourselves at today. “Thank-you Fred, we 
couldn't have done it without you!” 


As GLCCE moves into a new Century and a new phase of 
its existence, we are eagerly looking for members of the 
GLBT communities to join us on the Board. At this 
moment, we have only 6 members who will carry over 
past the March 23rd AGM. We are hoping for a Board of 
at least 12 members. This would be a great time to get 
involved with a Dynamic New Community Centre and 
help guide it into the 21st Century. If you or someone you 
know is interested please contact GLCCE and a member 
of the Nominating Committee will get back to you. 


All members of GLCCE, as well as interested members 
and friends of the GLBT Community, are strongly 
encouraged to attend our AGM (Annual General 
Meeting). This meeting is a great opportunity to find out 
what is happening with the Centre, make suggestions and 
ask questions of the Board. Members will also be asked to 
ratify the actions taken by the Board over the last year. If 
you are a member, please come out and help us make sure 
we have quorum for this very important meeting! 


GLCCE AGM 
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Thursday, March 23, 2000 
7:00 PM 

Room 206, 10612 - 124 St. 
Everyone Welcome! 


Finally, GLCCE is putting 
on a very important 
fundraiser dance on March 
4. We invite everyone to 
come out, shake off the 
winter blues and celebrate 
our new beginning! If you 
would like to help us by 
volunteering at the dance, 
please call the Centre and 
leave your name and a 
number where we can reach 
you. 


GLCCE Spring Dance 
and Fundraiser 


Saturday, March 4, 
2000 

9:00 PM to 1:00 AM 
Westmount 


Community League 
Hall 

10970 - 127 St. 
Tickets: $10 in 
advance, $12 at the 
door 

Advance tickers at 
the Front Page 
10356 Jasper 
Avenue, 

Orlando Books 
10123 Whyte (82) 
Avenue and at 
GLCCE Suite 103, 
10612-124 street 
(M-F - Evenings) 


Edward Sandberg, 
GLCCE Support Services 
Director 


Muscle Maid 


Cleaning Services 
Proudly Serving The Gay & Lesbian Community 
Of Edmonton 


We Offer : 


Regular Home Cleaning 
Weekly 


Biweekly 

Monthly 

Move In / Out Cleaning 
Window Cleanin 


Carpet & Upholste 
Cleaning 


For a free in home estimate call 


440-3253 


My 
Monthly 
Neurosis 


By Rob Browatzke 


Sometimes in life, 
there are too many little 
things that all snowball into 
one giant complex. This 
will be one of those entries, 
bits and pieces of pet peeves 
and idiosyncrasies that 
combine to mutate me into 
the catty bitter queen I am. 

1. Chatlines. Not 
every gay man is 24, 62”, 
185 pounds with blond 
ali orcenmmcyes.,. ea 
swimmer’s build, and a 9 
inch... foot. Yet it seems 
that most people on Internet 
chat programs fit those 
stats perfectly. This 
amazes me. If you're on 
there with the intention of 
meeting people, don’t you 
think they might realize that 
you lied? Really. Be honest. 
Maybeit’s naive, but we re 
not all of us so superficial 
that we won't say “hi” if 
you renot an Abercrombie 
and Fitch model. 

2. Attitude at the 
bars. Have you ever 
realized that the difference 
between ‘poser’ and ‘loser’ 
is just one letter? Let me 
tell you a little story, stolen 
from a Greek myth. There 
was once a boy called 
Narcissus. He was truly 
beautiful, and he knew tt. 
He would spend every day 
gazing at his own reflection 
in a stream because no one 
else was good enough for 


him. He never even noticed 
the nymph Echo who loved 
him so much that all she 
could do was repeat what 
he said to himself. Then 
one day, Echo sobered up 
long enough to push 
Narcissus into the water, 
and while he drowned, she 
found herself a real man 
who appreciated her for 


what she was. Okay, that 
last part is my own 
addition, but take the hint 
boys. We're over it. 

3. People falling in 
love with their friends. 
Yes, I admit that the most 
successful relationships 
tend to start off as friends, 
but it’s absolutely brutal 
to see how many people 
are carrying torches for a 
friend. God forbid the 
friend find a new man! If 
you re going to carry that 
torch in silence, you're 
going to get burned just as 
badly as if you let it all 
out. A one-way love 
between good friends is a 
nasty street to walk, but if 
that’s where you find 
yourself traveling, I 
suggest you either confess, 
or move on. Repressing 
that kind of emotion is an 
explosion waiting to 


happen, and there’s enough 
high school drama at the bar 
without that kinda stuff 
goin’ down. 

4. Politics. Inter-bar 
politics. Inter-magazine 
politics. Inter-NPO politics. 
Inter-queen politics. Last 
time I checked, we were all 
on the same team. Maybe if 
we can’t play with the 
grown-ups, we should take 
our toys and go home. 
Otherwise, move on. It’s 
almost frightening what we 
could accomplish if we 
stopped the infighting and 
tried getting along and 
working together for a 
change. 

5. Threesomes. This 
one is by request. Two 
people looking for the 
occasional third can be very 
tricky, so you better be sure 
you both can handle it. There 


OFFICE: 967 2282 


are lots of doubts and 
insecurities that a third- 
party can bring to the 
surface, and if the 
communication lines aren't 
open, there could be 
problems. Conversely, a 
third looking for a couple 
better be ready to get sucked 
into a whirlpool of 
relationship angst. These 
things can happen. I'll 
probably do this in more 
detail next month, but for 
now, you'll have to figure 
it out on your own. And if 
you do manage to “get” 
threesomes, please, let me 
know. Cuz I just don’t! 
There ya go. How 
many of you did I offend? 
Please, feel free to snarl 
back. I promise I won't 
scratch too _ hard: 


my_neurosis@hotmail.com 
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Action Alert 
U.S. Media 
Favor 
Radical 
Health 
Reform - 
for Canada 


When mainstream media report on 
widespread dissatisfaction with the 
HMO-driven U.S. health-care system, 
reporters seldom mention proposals for 
fundamental health reform; debate is 
usually limited to modest, incremental 
plans, like the “patients’ bill of rights.” 


But as Canada has struggled this year 
with a funding shortage for its much- 
admired public health system, ABC News 
and the New York Times have pounced 
on the story as an opportunity to declare 
the failure of that country’s system of 
universal healthcare. 


On February 3, ABC aired a report by 
correspondent Deborah Amos in Toronto, 


ConrsAo's Corree 
bar 


10724-124 Street 


depicting a country “struggling with 
universal healthcare.” Most of Amos’ 
report was takenup by grim descriptions 
of crowded hospitals: “The emergency 
rooms in Toronto hospitals are so 
clogged this winter, patients wait hours 
for critical treatment,” Amos reported. 
“They sleep on stretchers in drafty 
hallways. And wait days for a hospital 
bed.” 


Introducing Amos’ report, anchor Peter 
Jennings made it clear that the problems 
described in the segment were meant to 
be viewed as the pitfalls of universal 
health insurance. “For many years, 
politicians, the press, and the medical 
community have looked to Canada for 
the pros and cons of universal health 
care. There are pros and cons...And [in 
Canada] it’s a very serious situation.” 


But Amos’ attempt to explain why 
Canada’s health service has suffered in 
recent years did not even makea pretense 
of journalistic balance. She reported 
that while health authorities blame 
shortages on this year’s flu epidemic, 
“many Canadians believe it is the 
healthcare system itself that is truly 
sick”: 


“The problem goes back a decade to 
when the Canadian government, in the 
middle of a recession, recognized that 
universal care was inefficient and 
expensive. So Canada closed hospital 
wards, eliminated 11,000 hospital beds, 
reduced nursing staffs, cut the number 
of places in state medical schools.” 


Not only does Amos’ diagnosis blatantly 
take sides in an obviously controversial 
debate, but it contradicts a large body of 
evidence about the Canadian health 
system. The notion that universal health 
care is “expensive” in Canada is hard 
to reconcile with the fact that per capita 
health spending in the U.S. is more 
than twice as high: $4,000 last year, 
compared with $1,800 in Canada. 


And while Amos calls Canada’s system 
“inefficient,” administrative costs in 
the U.S. system are far higher, due toa 
sprawling private-sector bureaucracy: 
A landmark 1991 New England Journal 
of Medicine study found that 24 percent 
of U.S. health spending went to 
administration, compared with 11 
percent in Canada. 


In fact, as Amos herself seems to 
recognize, the immediate causes of 
Canada’s current health-care delivery 
problems are the austerity measures 
implemented by a series of recent 
budget-cutting governments. While real 
per capita health spending in the U.S. 
has risen by 27 percent since 1990, in 
Canada it has risen by only 7 percent— 
leading to predictable shortfalls in 
services, given the healthcare industry’s 
higher rate of inflation. 


Likewise, a January 16 New York Times 
article, headlined “Full Hospitals Make 
Canadians Wait and Look South,” also 
made dubious claims about Canada’s 


Continued on page 28 
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health program. Illustrated 
with a photograph of an 
overcrowded Montreal 
hospital, reporter James 
Brooke’s article depicted a 
country rejecting its model of 
universal care in favor of more 
American-style solutions: 


“When Canada’s state-run 
health system was in its first 
bloom, in the 1970s, 
Americans regularly trooped 
up here on inspection tours, 
attracted by Canada’s promise 
ofuniversal ‘free’ health care. 
Today, however, few 
Canadians would recommend 
their model for export.” 


Yet the closest evidence 
Brooke could find to support 
this thesis was a January poll 
by the Pollara firm that found 
74 percent of Canadians 
“supported the idea of user 
fees,” which have been 
’ outlawed in Canada since 
1984. But Pollara surveys 
have also found that 
Canadians would only be 
willing to support very small 
fees, averaging about $18 per 
health visit—a sum that is 
unlikely to add more than 1 
percent to the annual health 
budget 

(Montreal Gazette 1/13/00). 


Moreover, the poll presented 
user fees as the only 
alternative to higher taxes or 
less spending on other 
government programs. 
(Respondents rejected both 
higher taxes and lower social 
spending, but 64 percent 
favored cutting military 
spending to pay for health.) 


Yet Canada has a large and 
growing federal budget 
surplus that can be used to 
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dramatically increase 
healthcare spending. This is 
an option endorsed by the 
leaders of Canada’s 12 
provinces at their February 3 
meeting, but not given as an 
option in the poll (Montreal 
Gazette, 1/13/00; Globe and 
Mail, 2/3/00). 


The last time the Gallup 
polling firm asked Canadians 
whether they preferred the 
American health-care 
system, in 1993, only 2 
percent said they did; 96 
percent preferred their own 
system (UPI, 9/13/93). By 
contrast, a 1998 survey by 
Zogby, the Republican 
polling firm, found that 51 
percent of Americans would 
favor a “government-run 
health care plan that covers 
everyone in the same way, 
like the system used in 
Canada. It would be paid for 
through taxes and cover all 
necessary medical costs.” 
Despite the abundance of 
negative buzzwords 
(“government-run,” “covers 
everyone in the same way,” 
“taxes”), only 38 percent 
were opposed. 


ACTION: Ask ABC News 
and the New York Times to 
take another look at the issue 
of Canada’s health system. 
Urge them to cover the full 
range of debate in Canada on 
how best to improve the 
system—not just the views 
of those who _ favor 
privatization. 


CONTACT: 

Peter Jennings, ABC World 
News Tonight, mailto: 
netaudr@abc.com 

James Brooke, New York 
Times, mailto: 
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Thanks For 
Being My 
Friend 


The following was set to me and it meant so much to me 
to know that I meant something special to someone else. 
So I thought that I would in turn send this to the special 
people in my life who I consider friends and who I think 
the world of. 


That is why I am forwarding this message to you, because I 
want you to know that I consider you as my friend who I 
appreciate so much. 


So the Story goes... 


There once was a little boy who had a bad temper. His 
father gave him a bag of nails and told him that every time 
he lost his temper, he must hammer a nail into the back of 
the fence. 


The first day the boy had driven 37 nails into the fence. 


Over the next few weeks, as he learned to control his anger, 
the number of nails hammered daily gradually dwindled 
down. He discovered it was easier to hold his temper than to 
drive those nails into the fence.... 


Finally the day came when the boy didn’t lose his temper at 
all. He told his father about it and the father suggested that 

the boy now pull out one nail for each day that he was able 

to hold his temper. 


The days passed and the young boy was finally able to tell 
his father that all the nails were gone. The father took his 
son by the hand and led him to the fence. He said, “You 
have done well, my son, but look at the holes in the fence. 
The fence will never be the same. 


When you Say things in anger, they leave a scar just like 
this one. You can put a knife in a person and draw it out. 
It won’t matter how many times you Say ...I’m sorry, the 
wound is still there.” 


A verbal wound is as bad as a physical one. 


Friends are a very rare jewel indeed. They make you smile 
and encourage you to succeed. They lend an ear, they share 
words of praise and they always want to open their hearts to 
us. Treasure them. 29 


Breaking Away 


Last month, we told youabout a 
Southwestern US city known 
for its gay and lesbian 
population. This month, we are 
going to tell you about another 
Southern US city, more 
specifically Southeastern, that 
thrives on its gay population. 
That city is Key West, Florida. 


Key West is the southernmost 
point in the USA, and is 
considered to be the first island 


of the Caribbean. The city of 


Key West is one of the most 
comfortable and 
accommodating cities in the 
world for the gay or lesbian 
traveler. It is a city that relies 
heavily on tourism, and with 
over 50, 000 gay and lesbian 
travelers annually, the gay and 
lesbian community supports 
much of its economy. Offering 
a business guild (which 
includes over 400 gay owned or 
gay friendly businesses), three 
major gay and _ lesbian 
celebrations yearly, eight gay 
bars, several gay and lesbian 
specific activities, and a 


seemingly endless array of 


rainbow flags, as well as being 
one of the first US cities to elect 
a gay mayor, it is no wonder 
that Key West is such a popular 
destination for the gay and 
lesbian communities of the 
world. 


Accommodations in Key West 
range from small local 
guesthouses _ to large 
extravagantresorts. While there 
are several resorts available, it 
is the guesthouses that seem to 
be the most popular. The city 


has over 25 that are gay owned 
30 


Breaking 
Away 


and operated. The focus has 
shifted a bit from “gay-male” 
only to “adult-only’, but the 
warm and _ welcoming 
reception remains the same. 
Given the open-mindedness of 
the city, itis rare that a conflict 
arises as a result of the mix of 
gay and straight guests. It is 
important to mention that while 
there are still a few “men-only” 
guesthouses, there is 
unfortunately only one that will 
accept only women. Women 
are, however, welcome at all 
Oty the “adult-only” 
guesthouses. 


The nightlife in Key West is 
considered to be very good, 
given its smaller population. 
The city has eight bars 
specifically for the gay and 
lesbian community. The most 
famous is the Atlantic Shores 
Pool Bar, which hosts the 
Sunday Tea Dance each week. 
This is a must-not-miss event 
when in Key West! 


Daytime activities include 
water-sports (those interested 
should try to attend one of the 
monthly meetings of the Key’s 
gay/lesbian Boating and Scuba 
Club), all male or female 
boating excursions (including 
anall-gay deep sea fishing tnp, 
ora trip to a secluded island), 
sunning on one of the gay 
beaches, shopping or a visit to 
one of the many tourist 
attractions (such as the 
Ripley’s Believe It or Not 
museum). Mostactivities, day 
or night, are in within walking 
distance of Duvall Street, 
which is probably where you 


will find your accommodations. 
Depending on your laziness 
level, you may also consider 
renting a bike ora scooter to tour 
the island. 


Festivals not to miss are Pride 
Fest Vune 19-14, 2000 — gay 
pridecelebrations), WomenFest 
(Sept 5-13, 2000 — parties, all- 
women sunset cruises, sporting 
events and much more), The Gay 
Arts Festival (December — 
celebration of gay artists and 
their art), and Fantasy Fest (0 
day in October — the cities most 
popular festival). 


It is hard to say when the best 
time to travel to Key West would 
be. The weather is excellent 
year round, with an average 
annual temperature of 22°C. The 
summer months can seea higher 
temperature, but the cool ocean 
breeze tends to moderate things. 
The islands busiest season runs 
from mid-December until the 
end of April. Lowseason is seen 
from the end of May until the 


beginning of November. While 
most of the gay and lesbian 
tourists will visit during high 
season, those not wishing to be 
surrounded by tourists may 
want to consider traveling to 
the island during low season 
as prices tend to be significantly 
lower. 


If you want your next vacation 
to be in a city where you can 
relax, have fun and socialize 
without the worry of your 
sexuality becoming an issue, I 
urge youto consider Key West; 
A city where discretion 
between gay and lesbian 
couples is rarely needed and 
almost never used. 


Travel Trivia — In the 1500’s, 
the Spanish came to Key West 
and named it Cayo Hueso. 
When translated to English, 
what does this mean? 


Answer — Isle of Bones 
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Roberta Gabelmann 


interactive 


PROUDLY CONNECTING THE 


Edmonton{[le 


Calgary(403]2b1-2100¢ 


TR eae 


Red Deer[403]357-000) 


Lethbridge[ 40d] d20-4bl0eBanth[40d}/b0- 0308) 


First TIME TRIAL FOR ONLY $1. FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
SIMPLY CALL 1-888-305-8182, 24 HOURS A DAY. 


Callers must be 18+. Browse at www.interactivemale.com 


Edmonton's Party ake a Purpose 
In support of HIV Edmonton. (formerly AIDS Network of Edmonton) 


featuring q Silent faction. great food first class entertainment Buin the satiate 
od dancing to the music of Reds ae and a Breaktast Boogie Band 


ee - os eo: oO Poe 
Oss de (1980) itis we : : | | a Hi [Vv 


EDMONTON 


A ee oe ' 
A Vus TO 
oe : AY Bais 


Tickets available at: 426-1757 or: HIV Edmonton 488-3742 
Tickets $35 in advance $40 atthe door ‘Top Hat and Tiara Club $160 


Pick a fashion era and dress creatively in Black & White Cash Bar 


PUCCCP EPP E PEPE E EPEC 
Aravork dona-ed oy. Graghics 2000 


BIG 
changes 
proposed 
in same- 
Sex tax 


by David Ushko 


On February 11, Anne 
McLellan (who is the Justice 
Minister for Canada and also 
the Member of Parliament for 
those Times.10 readers who 
live in the Edmonton West 


riding) introduced a proposed 
new law called _ the 
Modernization of Benefits and 
Obligations to Parliament. 
According to a press release 
from the government, this law 
will “extend benefits and 
obligations to same-sex 
common-law couples on the 
same basis as opposite-sex 
common law couples”. Sixty 
eight existing laws will be 
affected by this proposed new 
law. Two of the existing laws 
that will be affected are the 
Income Tax Act and the Excise 
Tax Act (which covers GST). 


Before this new law will come 
into effect, it will have to be 
debated in parliament, perhaps 
it will be even be changed 
somewhat and then it will have 
to be voted on and passed by 
parliament. At this time, I can 


dining out doesn’t have to be a drag! 


DONNA 


a modem approach to dining 


l[O177-99 St. 
at the Citadel 
reservations 
429-3338 


not anticipate what changes 
may occur to the. proposed 
law or even whether it will 
be passed by parliament. 
However, I can describe the 
proposed law and some of 
the effects it may have on 
same sex couples if it is 
passed as proposed. 


Who will be affected by 
this proposed law? 

Those of you who live with a 
same-sex partner will 
become “common-law 
partners” for income tax 
purposes, at the time you 
have lived together in a 
conjugal relationship for a 
continuous period of at least 
one year. This is effective 
starting 2001, but you may 
both choose to have this apply 
for 1998 to 2000. 


What does this mean? 
Under the proposed law, 


same sex common law 
partners will become entitled 
to a number of benefits that 
previously only opposite sex 
common law partners or 
opposite sex married people 
were entitled to. Also, same 
sex common law partners will 
be subject to certain rules 
and restrictions that 
previously only applied to 
opposite sex common law 
partners or opposite sex 
married people. 


What are some of the 

benefits? 

e Asamesexcommon law 
partner may be able to 
claim the spousal tax 
credit for their partner if 
their partner is low 
income (under $ 6,290 
for 1999) 

e Asamesexcommon law 
partner may be able to 
claim medical expenses 


Please 
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for their partner, for 
combined medical 
expenses over a certain 
threshold level 

e Asamesexcommon law 
partner may be able to 
leave their RRSP or 
capital property to their 
partner tax free when 
they die. Previously, 
these transfers were 
taxed at death. 


What are some of the 
restrictions/potential 
problems? 

e GST credits will now 
be based on combined 
income for both same 
sex common law 
partners, rather than 
individual income. In 
cases where one partner 
is high income and the 
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other partner is low 
income, this may result 
in GST credits being 
reduced or eliminated to 
the low income partner. 
Same sex common law 
partners will be able only 
to claim one principal 
residence rather than the 
two allowed previously. 
For same sex common 
law partners who own a 
vacation property in 
addition to their regular 
home this means they 
could be subject to 
capital gains tax on one 
of these properties in 
some situations. 

Business or investment 
transactions between 
same sex common law 
partners may be taxed 
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less favorably in some 
situations 

e Companies owned by 
same sex common law 
partners may be taxed 
less favorably in some 
situations and under 
certain ownership 
structures. 


As you may gather from the 
above examples, some same 
sex common law partners will 
gain under the new rules, 
some may not. All same sex 
common law partners should 
think about their own 
particular situation and how 
the newrules may affect them. 
If you are concerned about 
the impact of the new rules, 
perhaps you may want to 
discuss them with 


QO e 
Soaptime 


professional tax and legal 
advisors. 


In addition to potential tax 
benefits, I expect that most 
Times.10 readers will feel 
that equality and recognition 
are also great gains from the 
proposed new law. 


David Ushko is a Chartered 
Accountant and provides a 
variety of accounting and 
tax services to individuals 
and owner managed 
businesses. This 
information is of a general 
nature and should not be 
relied on for specific 
situations. For specific 
advice or information 
please consult a 


professional advisor. 
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AstroLamp Horoscopes 
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Aries 

It seems that 
luck is on 
your side, 
but be more 
cautious and 
take your time right 
now. Rushing into 
anything will spell bad 
news in the near future. 
Anything good is worth 
the wait. This applies 
to romance, too... 


Taurus 
Good time 
& to do some 
inner 
reflection. 


You may be 
seeking some privacy 
anyway. You are on the 
right track. Getting the 
“itch” to switch jobs? 
This is not a good idea 
unless you want to learn 
a lesson! Patience, it 
will turn around soon! 


Gemini 
You are 
very popu- 
ae lar at work 
these days, 
but take it 


with a grain of salt. 
Now would be a good 
time for you to play the 
field for all the single 
Geminis and one of 
your good friends may 
become more. 


Cancer 
In the 
romance 
department, 


you will find many 
surprises in store for you! 
Don’t become _ too 
emotionally involved too 
quickly and expect the 
unexpected around 
romance. Be prepared for 
numerous opportunities to 
enjoy yourself. 


Leo 

eke hie ilee 
financial 
f situation 
may get 
bie tstiear 
temporarily 
so if you can save money... 
it would be a good idea. 
You Il have tothink of other 
ways to be generous! There 
may be an older, potential 

lover in the near future. 


Virgo 
Emotions 
are running 
strong and 
you may say 
something 
you will regret later. Think 
before you speak. Be 
cautious at home as well as 
work. What you have to 
say right now has a lot of 
impact. 


Libra 

You are 
focusing a 
lot on 
transforming, 
V (O-iLer 
home, but 
the stars say you need to 
take some time for yourself: 
self-transformation. 


Beauty resides on the 
inside, too. May be get a 
friend to help you 
transform your living 
space and act as a sounding 
board. 


Scorpio 
You are 
FON g 
through a 
period of confusion and 
uncertainty with the added 
possibility of depression. 
You should be able to find 
emotional support from 
your mate. Relax and 
enjoy the company of your 
favourites. 


Sagittarius 

Attracting 
money 
should be 
(and is) 
quite easy 
right now. Try spending it 
wisely or you will find that 
it will be like water. Saving 
is a good way to use your 
money, too, and a sign of 
strength. 


Capricorn 
Gaining 
weight is 
quite easy 
right now. 
You are 
probably too 
“busy” and are not eating 
properly. Taking on too 
much responsibility and 
not having enough fun 
leads to stress... 


Aquarius 
You are having problems 


a at work at this 
nV time. Power 
i“ struggles with 


others at work 
and it is causing you to lose 
interest. You want 
independence and it is not 
being given - at least not 
total independence, which 
is what you want. 


Pisces 
At. work, 
fe things are 
looking 
y a, vmchieetor 
you Pisces... 


more money and more 
responsibility. Be careful 
not to overdo it as too much 
stress will lead to health 
problems. Good time to 
take a look at your health in 
general. 


Suzanne Clark 


Sun-sign astrology is only 
for entertainment and does 
not replace the value of 
having a consultation - 
where astrology truly 
shines. 


Do you have any personal 
questions that you would 
like answered? Send me 
e-mail at 
astrolampastrology 
@hotmail.com. I will 
require day/month/year/ 
city for anyone you are 
asking about. 


Our Website is 


.times10.org 
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to services free of bias, prejudice or harassment. 


If you are a victim of a crime, call: 
Emergencies: 9-1-1 
Non-emergencies: 423-4567 


Exploring Gay 
Programming at 
HIV Edmonton 


By Sherry McKibben, Executive Director at HIV 
Edmonton 


I often hear the complaint that HIV Edmonton isn’t 
doing enough for the gay community; or even more 
discouragingly, has abandoned the gay community. 

In this article, I want to address that issue. 


Last month I talked about the changes HIV Edmonton had 
been through during the last year. Those changes could be 
described as moving towards developing services for all 
the various infected and affected populations. Dr. Bryce 
Larke, at our recent initial three-year Strategic Planning 
Seminar presented the current HIV infection data. The 
shifts, particularly in Edmonton, in comparison to Calgary, 
have been quite dramatic. 


Beginning May 1998, HIV became a reportable disease. 

The affected populations are as follows: 

1. In Edmonton from May | to Dec 31,1998, 52 people 

tested positive, 

> For 19 or 37% the risk factor was heterosexual contact 

> For 5 or 10% the risk factor was men who had sex 
with men, and finally, 

> 24 or 45% were injection drug users (and some also 
were men who had sex with men. 

> The final for 4 or 8% the risk factor was “Other” or 
unknown. 

2. The figures for the same time period for Calgary 

were: 

> Heterosexual contact 9 people or 16%, 

> MSM contact 17 people or 31%, 

> IDUs and MSM/IDU 28 people or 51%, and finally 

> Other, | person or 2%. 

3. In Edmonton for 1999 65 people were diagnosed with 

HIV: 

>» Heterosexual contact 18 people (9 women, 9 men) or 
28%, 

> MSM contact: 9 men or 14% 

> IDUs and MSM/IDU: 38 people(16 women,22 men) 
or 58% 

4. In Calgary in 1999, 66 people were diagnosed with 

HIV. Of these: 

> 30%, 22 people gave heterosexual contact as the risk 


Continued on page 39 
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You and Your Funny Bone..:) 


Bottom Deodorant 

The blonde walks into a pharmacy and 
asks the assistant for some bottom 
deodorant. The pharmacist, a little 
bemused, explains to the woman that 
they don’t sell bottom deodorant, and 


, the blonde assures the 
pharmacist that she has been buying the 
istuff from this store on a regular basis, 

” says the pharmacist, “we 

don’t have any.” 
“But I always get it here,” says the 
blonde. 
“Do you have the container it comes in?” 
“Yes!” said the blonde, “I will go and get 
it.” 


She returns with the container and hands 
it to the chemist who looks at it and says 
to her, “This is just a normal stick of 
underarm deodorant.” The annoyed 

blonde snatches the container back and 
reads out loud from the container, “To 
apply, push up bottom.” 


Please, Don’t Tell Me 

Morris asks his son, now aged 10, if he 
knows about the birds and the bees. “I 
don’t want to know!” the child said, 
bursting into tears. Confused, the father 
asked his son what was wrong. 


“Oh dad,” he sobbed, “at age six I got the 
| there’s no Santa’ speech. At age seven 
I gotthe ‘there’sno Easterbunny’ speech. 
Then at age 8 you hit me with the 
‘there’s no tooth fairy’ speech! If you’re 
going to tell me now that grown-ups 
idon’t really have sex, I’ve got nothing 
left to live for!” 


Thanks to the Government 

The Michaels family own a small farm 
in Canada, just yards away from the 
North Dakota border. Their land had 
been the subject of a minor dispute 
ibetween the United States and Canada 
for generations. Mrs. Michaels, who 
had just celebrated her ninetieth birthday, 
lived on the farm with her son and three 


grandchildren. 


One day, her son came into her room 
holding a letter. “I just got some news, 
Mom,” he said. “The government has 
come to an agreement with the people in 
Washington. They’ve decided that our 
land is really part of the United States. 
We have the right to approve or 
disapprove of the agreement. What do 
you think?” 


“What do I think?” his mother said. 
“Jump at it! Call them right now and tell 
them we accept! I don’t think I could 
stand another one of those Canadian 
winters!” 


Fishing for Catfish 

I heard of a boy who was fishing off the 
North Saskatchewan River shore trying 
to catch catfish. He was by himself, but 
there were two men out on a boat 
drinking a little bit in the middle of the 
river. 


The boy had been sitting there for a 
couple of hours and was getting tired of 
fishing, so he started to reel his line in. 
It felt like it was hung on something on 
the bottom. One of the two guys saw him 
having trouble and yelled to him that he 
would swim down and get it unhooked. 
The boy was a bit nervous about that 
because the man had been drinking, but 
he said all right. 


The man got undressed and jumped in. 
He went underwater and was down there 
awhile and the boy was getting scared, 
but suddenly the man popped up gasping 
for air. He hollered to the boy that he had 
the biggest fish he’d ever seen on the 
other end of his line, but there was one 
problem.There was an old car down 
there and the fish was in it. 


The boy asked the man if he could pull 
the fish out. The man said he had tried 
everything -he could think of but every 
time he got close to the car, the fish 
would roll the window up. 


When God Created Canada 

On the sixth day, God turned to the 
angel Gabriel and said “Today I am 
going to create a land called Canada. 
It will be a land of outstanding natural 
beauty and shall have tall majestic 
mountains full of mountain goats and 
eagles. It will have beautifully sparkly 
lakes bountiful with carp and trout, 
forests full of elk and moose, high cliffs 
over looking sandy beaches with an 
abundance of sea life, rivers stocked 
with salmon” 


God continued, “I shall make the land 
rich in oil to make the inhabitants 
prosper, I shall call these inhabitants 
Canadians, they shall be known as the 
most friendly people on the earth” 


“But Lord” asked Gabriel “don’t you 
think you are being too generous to 
these Canadians?” 


“Not really” replied God “just wait and 
see the neighbors I am going to give 
them. 


Smart Is As Smart Does 

A professor stood before his class of 
20 senior organic biology students, 
about to hand out the final exam. “I 
want to say that it’s been a pleasure 
teaching you this semester. I know 
you’ve all worked extremely hard and 
many of you are off to medical school 
after summer. So that no one gets their 
GPA messed up because they might 
have been celebrating a bit too much 
this week, anyone who would like to 
opt out of the final exam today will 
receive a “B” for the course.” 


There was much rejoicing amongst the 
class as students got up, passed by the 
professor to thank him and sign out on 
his offer. As the last taker left the room, 
the professor looked out over the 
handful of remaining students and 
asked, “Any one else? This is your last 
chance.” One final student rose up and 
took the offer. 


The professor closed the door and took 
attendance of those students remaining. 
“I’m gladto seeyou believe in yourself.” 
he said. “You all have “A”s.” 


Late For Class 

Little Johnny was late for class, and 
when he saw that the door was already 
closed, he opened it and went into the 
classroom tentatively. He very quietly 
shut the door and tiptoed to his seat 
hoping not to get the teacher after him. 
This upset the teacher, who said him, 
“Johnny, is this how your father would 
have come in - late and sneaking to his 
seat? Go out and try it again, and get 
it right this time!” 


So, Little Johnny left the room and 
shut the door behind him quietly, as 
he’dcomein. Thena moment later, he 
flung open the door with a clatter and 
stomped back into the room with a lit 
cigarette dangling from his lips. He 
slammed the door behind him, put his 
cigarette out on the carpet with his foot 
and said, “So Honey, didn’t expect 
ME, did ya?” 


Out Gathering Snails 


A wife and her husband were having a 
dinner party for some important guests. 
The wife was very excited about this and 
wanted everything to be perfect. At the 
very last minute, she realized that she 
didn't have any snails for the dinner 
party. so she asked her husband to run 
down to the beach with the bucket to 
gather some snails. 


Very grudgingly he agreed. He took the 
bucket, walked out the door, down the 
steps, and out to the beach. As he was 
collecting the snails, he noticed a 
beautiful woman strolling alongside the 
water just a little further down the beach. 


He kept thinking to himself, “Wouldn't 
it be great if she would even just come 
down and talk to me?” He went back to 
gathering the snails. 


All of a sudden he looked up, and the 
beautiful woman was standing right over 
him. They started talking and she invited 
him back to her place. They ended up 


spending the night together. At 
seven o'clock the next morning he 
woke up and exclaimed, “Oh no!!! 
My wife’s dinner party!!!” 


He gathered all his clothes, put them 
on real fast, grabbed his bucket, and 
ran out the door. He ran down the 
beach all the way to his apartment. 
He ranup the stairs of his apartment. 
He was in such a hurry that when he 
gotto thetop ofthe stairs, he dropped 
the bucket of snails. There were 
snails all down the stairs. The door 
opened just then, with a very angry 
wife standing in the door way 
wondering where he’s been all this 
time. 


He looked at the snails all down the 
steps, then he looked at her, then 
back at the snails and said, “Come 
on guys, we're almost there!!” 
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Becoming Ourselves 


Remembering 
To Breathe 


By Shawn Mooney 


Once I quit drinking a fewyears 
ago, attending parties made me 
so anxious that I began to avoid 
them like the plague. It was a 
compassionate, temporary 
solution to a neurotic problem. 
Partying being low on my list 
of priorities, not going was 
simple. But much more 
important was another practice 
I got into whenever socially 
anxious: consciously breathing 
more deeply. Sure, I have done 
all kinds of therapy and what- 
have-you to address the 
underlying neuroses, but better 
breathing has been the 
foundation of this journey. 


Meditation focuses on breath 
in a spiritual way; while I have 
never much gone in for that, I 
do vouch for the healing power 
of focusing on your breath in 
any uncomfortable situation. 
Simply to become aware of 
breathing, to breathe more 
deeply into your belly, can goa 
long way towards grounding 
you. Breathing deeply brings 
me back into the present 
moment, whereas anxiety is 
either about unfinished 
business from the past or 
something I’m worried about 
in the future. Fritz Perls (the 
founder of Gestalt Therapy) 
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says anxiety is simply 
excitement minus oxygen. 
When I teel anxious, and then 
breathe more deeply, I often 
discover enthusiasm hiding 
beneath the panic. There are 
surprising resources within 
which I can breathe my way 
down to. 


We breathe most naturally 
when we’re kids or, as adults, 
when asleep; in our waking, 
grown-up lives our breath tends 
to be shallow. Somuch energy 
gets suppressed that way. 
When scared or about to cry, 
we automatically hold our 
breath; becoming conscious of 
that and undoing it can often 
be enough to move through the 
fear or let the healing tears 
flow. Belly-breathing 
heightens your ability to make 
authentic contact with the 
people in your world. 
Erotically, it intensifies 
pleasure. There are all kinds of 
benefits to being aware of your 
breathing. 


When I feel really treaked out, 
I often take this one step further 
and do Alexander Lowen’s 
bioenergetic grounding 
exercise. Standing up with my 
knees slightly bent and my 
arms hanging loose, I slowly 
bend at the waist, reaching my 
hands down to the floor. By the 
time I’m partly bent over, Iam 
optimally positioned to breathe 
deep down from my belly; as I 
focus on these inhalations and 
exhalations, and continue to 
stretch down towards the floor, 
I slowly unbend my knees. My 
legs often vibrate at this point, 
and Lowen describes this as 
the body-mind coming into 
contact with the ground of 
being, my rootedness. 


After a couple minutes of this 
exercise, I feel 100% more alive 
than before: present, capable, 


and whole. I can handle 
whatever life throws at me from 
this deeper place. 


This metaphysical toe-touching 
sound comy? Try it. 


Our lives, our problems, our 
melodramas: they seem 
complicated. Whatever the 
dilemma, remembering to 
breathe more deeply can help 
access the visceral awareness 
that carries us through onto the 
other side of icky feelings. 


I recently decided to break my 
self-imposed exile from parties 
and accepted an invitation to a 
friend’s housewarming. I was 
struck by the absence of my 
usual anticipatory anxieties, and 
Tactually enjoyed the gathering. 
I realized halfway through the 
party that I was breathing deeply 
without having to remind 
myself: spontaneous self-care 


in a scenario that once 
triggered me. 


The 13" century Sufi mystic 
Rumi says it best: 


There is a way of 
breathing 

That’s a shame anda 
suffocation 

And there ’s another way 
of expiring, 

A Love Breath, 

That lets you open 
infinitely. 


(Shawn Mooney is a 
psychotherapist in private 
practice in Edmonton. 
You can reach Shawn at 
988-2741, 
mooneys@telusplanet.net, 
or on the Web at 
www.telusplanet.net/ 
public/mooneys.) 
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factor, 
> 37%, 24 were men who 
had sex with men, and 
finally 
> 33% 0f22 wereIDUs and 
MSM/IDU. 
These statistics are quite startling, 
for two reasons. Firstly, they 
clearly indicate how much the 
disease has shifted to other risk 
groups. The high infection rate 
for injection drug users has been 
apparent for some time. Now we 
are seeing increasing numbers of 
women infected and this trend is 
predicted to continue. It should 
be noted that in both the injection 
drug using population and 
amongst women, many of these 
are Aboriginal. 


Secondly, there is a real difference 
between Edmonton and Calgary 
in the number of men who have 
sex with men who are diagnosed 
as positive. Edmonton has a much 
lower rate. To what can we 
attribute this lower rate? How 
has the gay community in 
Edmonton responded differently 
to the safer sex message than the 
gay community in Calgary? What 
role has the GMOC program 
played in getting out the 
prevention message? What other 
differences could we identify that 
might explain the lower infection 
rate in Edmonton? 


I hope the presentation of these 
figures help clarify why HIV 
Edmonton has had to expand 
programming to all the risk 
populations. That said however, 
the second half of this article 
describes the work HIV Edmonton 
is doing in the gay community. 


What are we presently doing? 

e Our Tom Edge Resource 
Centre has an extensive array 
of books, articles and videos 
related to lesbian and gay 
issues and the interface with 
HIV. 

e Staffing: We have a very 
diverse staff which includes 


a significant number of people 
who are gay, lesbian or bi- 
sexual. 

We screen all prospective staff 
and volunteers regarding their 
experience and attitude towards 
people of various sexual 
orientations. 

We include diversity issues as 
an integral part of volunteer 
and HIV training. 

Major fundraising efforts such 
as the Black and White, AIDS/ 
HIV Walk also integrate gay 
people and are sensitive to the 
gay perspectives. 

We have a designated gay drop- 
in (infected or affected) each 
month. 

We are attentive and provide 
referrals to people who are 
sensitive to gay issues, i.e. for 
counseling, legal matters, 
doctors and other agencies. 
GMOC programming: HIV 
Edmonton promotes and 
supports these programs in 
collaboration with GLCCE. 
We contribute topical articles 
and many also related to gay 
issues in publications such as 
Times.10. 

We continue to explore ways to 
develop health promotion in the 
gay community, such as the Chat 
room initiative. This was an 
attempt to reach youth, 
including young gay males who 
connect in different ways and 
are less visible. 

We recently approved a new 
Harm Reduction Policy which 
explicitly speaks to sexual 
orientation issues and sexual 
safety. For example, one article 
states: 

“HIV Edmonton will provide 
supports by... Offering, 
supporting, promoting and 
advocating services, policies 
and legislation which respects 
the sexual dignity and sexual 


rights of all individuals 
regardless of sexual 
orientation.” 


We have made application for 
Funds from ECALA for 
innovative projects. Some of 
these pertain to support of gay 
people as well. A partial list 
includes the proposed: Natural 
helper’s group, the Tuesday 
evening drop-in, and GMOC 
programming. 
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First 
Love 


By John Simpson 


Sometimes love can hurt a lot 
more of the time than it feels 
good. Trust me I know. Here’s 
my story. I had just started my 
first year in high school, and I 
thought the year was going to be 
great. Maybe a good boyfriend, 
parties, and fun. It was all going 
fine until the day my friend told 
me that the guy who always 
comes to our table at lunch and 
asks her for money liked me. 
That’s when everything in my 
life changed. I thought nothing 
of it at first, because I didn’t like 
him. I thought he was too goofy. 
But one day him and his friend 
asked if they could come to my 
house and | said yeah. He was 
sitting on my chair and he pulled 
me onto his lap and started to 
tickle me, and from that moment 
onI couldn’t get enough of him. 
We started going out a few days 
after that. Our relationship was 
great. He always knew how to 
make me laugh and keepa smile 
on my face. I didn’t want to get 
deep in the relationship because 
I was afraid of getting hurt. But 
after awhile I just couldn’t stop 
myself from falling in love with 
him. I was only 16, but with 
each day that passed I knew that 
there wasn ’tanything I wouldn’t 
do for him. Mike became my 
whole world. He picked me up 
every time | fell, and I never 
worried because I knew he 
would always catch me. I let 
him into places I didn’t even 
know I had. I loved him with 
every fiber of my being. My love 
for him went to the very bottom 
of my soul. I knew he loved me 
too. He showed it in everything 
he did and in the way he said my 
name. I will never forget the day 
we were lying down and he said 


something to make me laugh 
40 


and while I was smiling at him 
and laughing he grabbed my 
face and said oh my god I love 
you, and then kissed me. That 
was the most unforgettable day 
of my life. I was raped before I 
met Mike and my grandfather 
had just died and all I wanted 
to do was just crawl in a hole 
and die too. When he came 
along, itall changed. Mike gave 
me life again. He gave me a 
reason to live, he was my reason 
to live. That may seem like the 
extreme for a 16-year-old. 


Then in one night, my whole 
life changed again. You see, 
some boys who had bothered 
me since 7th grade who were 
in a way my fnends. But they 
just annoyed me a lot. They 
saw Mike at the bus terminal 
and they started with him and 
they almost jumped him. That 
night I called Mike and asked 
him what he did that day and 
he just started screaming at me 
and he told me he would not 
have almost gotten jumped if it 
weren't for me. And that he 
never would’ve met them if he 
didn’t know me. That just hurt 
me too much so I just hung up 
on him. I cried so hard that 
whole night that there were no 
more tears left to cry. The next 
day I called him and he 
apologized but something was 
different still. On Monday, 
when we saw each other, there 
were no words. We just stared 
ateach otherand [kept walking 
and as | was walking away I 
knew that it was over. I was so 
weak I just wanted to fall to my 
knees. People kept coming up 
to me and asking if I got those 
people to jump him. If I had 
had the strength to laugh at 
them, I would have. Howcould 
someone think that I would 
ever want to hurt him? I could 
never even stay mad at him for 
more than a minute. Most of 
his friends that didn’t know 
me or know about us believed 
what was going around. So 
they didn’t like me. That night 


he called me and I asked him 
about the two ofus and he said he 
thought we should break up. I 
lost my heart, my mind, my soul, 
and my reason for living when 
those words came out of his 
mouth. We hung up and all I 
could do was stare at the wall. So 
many different things had 
happened between us inmy room 
that I could barely breath its air 
because it spoke his name. He 
called me over and over again 
that night and he asked if] was ok 
and I continued to lie and say yes. 
For the next 8 
res 


which has led up 
to today, I still miss him more 
than I will ever miss anything in 
my life. And I love him still to 
this day from the deepest part of 
my heart and soul. I will never 
forget him. He gave me life and 
he is the best part of me and 
always will be. We still talk 
everyday at least 5 times a day 
and he still tells me that he loves 
me and we still chill together. He 
calls me bright and early on the 
weekends just to annoy me and 
he calls me every night just to say 
goodnight. All of that makes it 
harder for me, but I would rather 
deal with that pain rather than the 
pain of never speaking to him 
again. He has a new boyfriend 
now and he knows not to talk to 
me about him. He told me not to 
talk about some of the people that 
I see because we both said it 
hurts too much. Everyone 
wonders why we're not still 


together, if we both love each 
other. And I wonder that every 
day. He never did give me a 
reason why he broke up with 
me but I know it’s because 
some of his friends didn’t like 
me. He never once said that to 
me but to this day I know that 
was the reason. Even though 
most of his friends are now 
wondering why we don’t get 
back together, there are still 
those few who think I tried to 
hurthim. They hate me for it 

and I know 

that’s why he 
will never try 
to get back 
together with 
me. Iknowhim 
to well and I 
know his mind. 
Maybe I should 
_ hate him for it 
4 because that’s 

an immature 
reason to break 
up with 
someone. If he 
loved meas much 
as he said, he 
wouldn’t have 
cared what a few 
of his friends thought. He 
brought out the best part of me 
and until the very second of my 
last breath I will love him. He 
never once tried to change me 
even though I have many flaws. 
He let me into places of his life 
and his thoughts that nobody 
probably knew were there. And 
when I fall in love with another 
man, my love for Mike will 
never go away because he was 
my first love. I am only 16 and 
I can say that I have already 
met, fell in love with, kissed, 
made love and lost my first and 
true love. I can say that the love 
is still there, strong as it was 
the very moment I realized it. 
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Interactive Edmonton 


By Joe Achtemichuk 


On February 11, 12 and 13, InteractiveMale celebrated Valentine’s 
day with Edmonton’s gay community. After having technical 
difficulties with their system in January, they are now back up and 
running, offering services for men and women. Yes, you heard me 
right. This is the first system, which is offering a phone service for 
both the gay men and the lesbian communities. 


As part of the celebration, Twiggy and Scott hosted a Valentine Sex 
Show on the 13, at the Roost. As usual, Twiggy was in fine form. 
That’s what I love about Twiggy: she never fails to entertain. If 
you’re feeling the least bit down, go out and see Twiggy perform. 
She can always lift your spirits. (Hell, if that doesn’t work, just 
sleep with her. That way you’ll both get a little bang out of it.) 


Did I just say that? Worse yet, I wrote it. Oh well, where was I? 
Throughout the evening as Twiggy and Scott (Aka Kitten Kaboodle) 
played off each other. The key line of the night was “pick up the 
phone.” You have to love those phone sex commercials. 


There were several prize giveaways sponsored by InteractiveMale. 
They gave away silver memberships and their calendar, which has 
an assortment of hunky guys in it. For those of you that don’t know, 
InteractiveMale is a proud sponsor of the new Gay and Lesbian Help 
Line in Edmonton. All the money from the sale of the calendar goes 
towards this line. So if you haven’t picked up a copy yet, you can do 
so at the following locations: Pride Video, the Front Page, Georgia 
Baths and Orlando Books. So pick up a copy and support your 
community. 


InteractiveMale is now looking forward to Pride Week and countless 
other events in Edmonton. They are hoping to firmly entrench 
themselves in the hearts of Alberta’s gay Community. 
InteractiveMale is also in the process of compiling a list of up 
coming events in Edmonton. If you have an event you would like 
them to know about, send an Email to perogy@compusmart.ab.ca or 
call me at 454-1458. I will forward the information to 
InteractiveMale. 


So what are you waiting for? Check out their ad in this issue and 
give them a call. You never know who you’ll meet. 
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How Could 
They All Be 
Wrong? 


Doctors and AIDS 


By Anthony Brink 


A response sometimes heard to the expression of doubt about 
the integrity of the HIV-AIDS paradigm as a medical model 
for understanding disease incidence is, “How could all the 
doctors in the world be wrong?” There are many possible 
answers to this question. One might point out that historically, 
unanimity has never guaranteed the soundness of medical 
constructs, and examples of this abound. In this century 
alone, innumerable medical theses have collapsed, to which 
nearly all doctors once subscribed. Things such as bacterial 
theories of scurvy, beriberi, and pellagra, and more recently, 
the immuno-surveillance and retroviral theories of cancer 
aetiology - for which billions of dollars funded thousands of 
convincing research papers during the “War on Cancer” 
declared by Nixon in 1971. Then there was swine flu: 1976 
saw President Gerald Ford on television, at the behest of the 
American medical establishment, solemnly urging all 
Americans to get vaccinated against an imminent deadly 
influenza epidemic. About 50 million Americans were 
panicked into being immunized with useless or harmful 
vaccines rushed onto the market. Adverse reactions resulted 
in damage claims of $2.7 billion. Not a single case of swine 
flu appeared subsequent to the death ofa sick recruit undergoing 
basic training in a boot camp in New Jersey (hardly an 
unusual event) that had ignited all the hysteria. Before HIV- 
AIDS, and alongside the mad cow craze in Britain and the 
avian flu folly in Hong Kong, the great swine flu fiasco was 
perhaps the most telling instance in recent times of how 
Medicine can lose its head. 


Another answer to the question goes to the fact that most 
doctors have scarcely more than a layman’s grasp of the 
concepts that populate biology at its molecular horizon. For 
instance, most would gape dully if asked to define the peculiar 
characteristics ofa retrovirus (like HIV, we’ re told) as distinct 
from otherviruses. Or distinguish endogenous and exogenous 
retroviruses, or articulate the rival contentions advanced by 
molecular- biologists about whether the whole of retrovirology 
might be a mistake, a wrong turn at a scientific road-fork, a 
bad inference drawn from the evidence of certain metabolic 
biochemical phenomena which look odd when seen against 
old-fashioned rules of molecular genetics, and the possibility 
that retroviruses might not exist as infectious agents at all - 
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that it is rather the classical dogma that 
needs an overhaul. Taxed about the HIV 
theory of AIDS, most doctors can do little 
more than quote the claims of their 
authorities, like priests citing papal bulls 
and encyclicals. 


A third answer would make the impudent 
point that it is fallacious to imagine that 
doctors generally have a superior capacity 
for reasoning than their patients. The notes 
given medical students speak to the scant 
education that doctors receive in this art. To 
tread them is to see how flimsy medical and 
biological theories are dished up as fact for 
rote learning, making the kind of call-and- 
answer instruction one sees in farm schools 
in this country look like an adventure in 
lateral-thinking training. Nor do doctors 
necessarily proceed from a more rational 
mindset than Joe Public does. The opposite 
may be the case. That HIV-AIDS as a medical 
construct could have taken root so richly 


better than the turn Medicine took during the 
Third Reich. 


The Nazis’ virulently irrational and barbarous 
doctrines of racial hygiene found huge appeal 
for German and Austrian doctors in that era. 
No other profession was as well represented 
on Nazi party membership lists. From an 
ostensibly sober, rational profession 
functioning as an elite caste in a culture that 
seemed itself to be the fruit of the 
Enlightenment, just under half of them were 
card-carrying Nazis. Of course not all engaged 
in the sadistic butchery of untermenschen for 
which the Nuremberg Doctors’ Trials were 
conducted, but it would be a mistake to 
imagine that such criminals were aberrant 
quacks from the fringes, flourishing like 
vermin on the opportunities created within 
the Nazi eugenics paradigm. In fact many 
medical practitioners and academics tried or 
named in testimony at the trials had enjoyed 
international eminence in their professional 


among doctors, despite its absurd 
fundamental tenets (which fly in the face of 
everything known to virology), illustrates 
the point. As Harvey Bialy, Research Editor 
of the prestigious science journal Nature 
Biotechnology puts it, the HIV theory of 
AIDS “turns immunology upside down and 
inside out.” To begin with, never before was 
the presence of antibodies taken to be 
prognostic of future disease. They used to be 
thought of as good things, evidence - where 
the patient appears healthy - of a successful 
immune response to a pathogen defeated. 
Former molecular biology professor at Johns 
Hopkins and Harvard Universities, Charles 
Thomas predicts that after the balloon pops, 
historians will be studying the flight of 
common sense in the lunacy of the AIDS 
age, “for a 100 years, ... how America gave 
AIDS to the world.” But since HIV-AIDS as 
a diagnostic construct is still hegemonically 
regnant in our time, the point about the way 
doctors as a group tend to think needs 
illustrating with a different example. What 
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fields. Dr Edwin Katzenellenbogen, for 
instance, (who got life imprisonment) had 
served on the faculty of the Harvard Medical 
School. 


Scholars of religious thinking have long 
known that the more horrible and improbable 
the founding superstitions of a new religion, 
the greater its capacity to mobilize the popular 
imagination and the stronger the force of its 
revolutionary engine. In Medicine, Religion’s 
first cousin, the same sometimes applies. 
Like an infant upstart religion with imperial 
designs, the HIV-AIDS paradigm calls for a 
vigorous rebellion against long-established 
models of understanding. Woe betides any 
conservative scientists reluctant to become 
conversos to the rude new creed who point 
out that the new theory is absurd on its face. 
They become marginalised like Jews defying 
the demands of medieval Christendom, not 
tracked and burned, but ostracized. 
Scientifically defrocked, blacklisted and 
delegitimated, stripped of research funding, 
banned from lecturing podia, isolated from 


graduate students in whom they might instill 
similar heretic doubts, and barred from 
publishing in the journals that once craved 
their papers. But naturally, radical political 
dissident Noam Chomsky, Professor of 
Linguistics at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology has pointed out that “if you serve 
power, power rewards you~ with 
respectability. If you work to undermine 
power you are reviled, imprisoned, driven 
into the desert.” The AIDS phenomenon at 
root is a vast aggregation of interests with 
enormous political and economic power, 
buttressing one another synergistically. 
Doctors and scientists challenge it at their 
professional peril. 


A fourth explanation lies in the fact that for 
all their social status and prestige, in truth 
doctors generally function close to the bottom 
of the food-chain in the medical-industnal 
complex. They serve as little more than a 
thoughtless delivery system for the 
pharmaceutical corporations - whose wares 
they peddle makes the medical drug industry 
one of the most profitable legal enterprises 
on the planet. Just how little room doctors 
are allowed for independent judgment 
founded on their own observations. This is 
revealed in the fact that a doctor who declines 
to follow an approved treatment regimen 
such as chemotherapy for cancerous tumours, 
in view of his empirical assessment of its 
utter uselessness and lethal toxicity, risks 
sanctions from his controlling guild. Imagine 
the trouble a doctor would be in were he 
brazenly to announce his conclusion that 
having investigated the business, reactive 
HIV test results are virtually meaningless - 
pointers to no more than heightened non- 
specific immunologic activity. And were he 
to refuse to diagnose negative or positive, 
selecting for life or death, like a Nazi doctor 
calling links or rechts. 


In summary, one doesn’t have to cast 
about too far for answers to the question, 
“How could all the doctors in the world 
be wrong about AIDS?” Medicine’s 
penchant for screwing up magnificently, 
its characteristic intellectual 
sluggishness, and the appeal of “magical 
thinking” for its practitioners is plain to 
anyone who turns back a few pages. 


Anthony Brink is a High Court advocate 
practicing at the Pietermaritzburg Bar 
in South Africa. He has written several 
articles critical of conventional 
thinking about AIDS, including a major 
critique of AZT. His essays are posted 


on the http:/Avww.virusmyth.com. 
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JUSTJFRIENDS 


Box 1057: 'm Dougie, 20, brown hair, brown 
eyes, 6', 140lb. I'm looking to chat, and 
hopefully get together with another male, 
under the age of 20, Let's see what happens, 


Box 1073: This is Dion, 18. I'm just lool 
ing for friends right now, | can be romantic, 
but I'm just looking for an experience, |'m 
bi So this is a first-time kinda thing. Would 
you like to help me out? | like doing almost 
everything. If you haven't found the right 
person, | just might be the right one 


Box 1087: I'm 19, 511 0", 1701p, blond a, 
blue eyes. | ike going to the movies, coffee 
with friends, dinner, going out dancing to the 
bar once in a while, hanging out. I've got a 
great sense of humour. I'm high on life, love 
music, socialzing, being around people. You 
know, you can't have enough friends, 

Box 1098:-'m an attractive GWM, straigh 
acting and looking, I'm 21, dirty blond hair, 
5'7", 1661p. I'm looking for other straigh 
acting and looking guys to hang out with, 
which will hopefully lead to a relationship 
ike to work out, when | have time, | love 
the outdoors, swimming, fishing, hiking, 
Skiing as well as going dancing and having 
a couple of drinks, | also like staying ¢ 
ome, snuggling up with a good-looking 
Quy, watching movies, You are 18-25, 
Box 2861: 'm 25, looking for other males, 
(or fun. ('m open-minded, looking for 
a time and I'm new at this, I'm looking 
or somebody that will help me go through 
ths Step by step 
Box 2862; 'm 25, 5'10", brown hai blue 
eyes, good-looking, |'m looking for other 
males for fun and since I'm new | need 
another guy to take me through this in a 
slow and entertaining way. 


LONG TERM 
RELATIONSHIPS 
Box 1030: I'm in my early 40's, 6’, good- 
looking, muscular and I'm a well-educated 
Quy, |'m interested in younger, slim, Oriental 
fellows. I'm very clean, discreet and look- 
ing for a longterm relationship, 
Box 1079; I'm cute and 18, Looking for 
guys, 18-24. I've got short brown hair, 
brown eyes. 'm cleancut, clean-shaven, 
slim, well-defined body, white, 5111", 
1301b. |'m looking for a longterm relation- 


....0F visit any Western Union outlet! 


ship with someone that! can wake up to in 
the moming. Someone | can cuddle, go 
dancing with and basically just have a lot of 
fun, enjoying each other's company for a 
very, very long time 

Box 1089: I'm Tony, | am 19, Aboriginal 
and gay, I'm 5'7", 155lb, dark brown hair, 
brown eyes, I'm looking for someone 24- 
27 to get together for some fun times, You 
ike to listen, are sweet and sincere. Is this 
you? Don't be shy 


Box 1099: Im an atractve GWM, straight 
acting and looking. |'m 21, dirty blond hair, 
5'7", 16510. I'm looking for other good- 
looking straight acting and looking guys 
at | can hang out with and hopefully turn 
into a relationship. | ke to work out, when | 
have time. | love the outdoors, swimming, 
shing, hiking, skiing, going dancing and 
having a couple of drinks, | also like staying 
at home, snuggling up with a good- ‘ooking 
Quy, Watching a movie, You are 18-25 


Box 1115; |'m a masculine, GWM, : 36, 
brown haif, blue eyes and a goatee, 
extremely hairy. | like to go to movies, 
enjoy music, cooking, going out for dinner 
and a lot of other varied interests. | collect 
wine and art. I'm tired of the single world 
and the games. 


Box 1118: m 28, 5110", 250Ib. tm new 
fo Edmonton. Though |'m slightly over- 
weight 'm a wonderful person to be with, 


Box 2810: Im 5'8", brown halt, stocky 
build, considered good-looking, !'m new at 
is and am looking for a guy who can take 
contol, treat me well and show me the way. 


Box 2842: I'm 5'7", 140lb, dark brown 
hair, brown eyes. |'m looking for someone 
or ie and possibly more, 


Box 2875: I'm 31, gay and married. | am 
a caste straight acting and looking, 
love being very feminine around guys. | 
love to be in lingerie while I'm in bed with 
guys. | am looking for a serious commit- 
ment, and as | am married, my wife knows 
hat I'm on the system and actively seek- 
ing a serious relationship with another guy. 
Box 2888: I'm 27, 6'3", 180lb, green 
eyes, brown hair. | like movies, board 
games and reading, My hobbies are can- 
dle and soap making and many: other 
interesting crafts, I'm not much of a drinker 
nor am | really into the bar scene, but | 
don't mind going once in a while, I'm look- 
ing for a guy around my age, who is:inter- 
esting and likes to smile, Let's meet for a 
coffee and take it from there. 


Box 2912: Im 20, GWM, 5'11°, hazel 
green eyes, reddish hair and | am consid- 
ered to be very. attractive. | like many 
sports, | am a bottom looking for a top. You 
ate 25-38, well-built, physically active, like 
fo work out, Is into interesting sports and 
also likes to venture off to. do new things. 


Box 2913: Im Dimitri. I'm 611", 175lb, 
black hair, brown eyes, considered cute, 
very open-minded. 


CASUAL! 
ENCOUNTERS 


Box 1012: I'm 22 years old, | live in 
Whitecourt. Looking to meet people in 
Whitecourt for quiet, discreet encounters, 
X 1031) This is Alex, but they like to call 
exis, Just wanted to see if anyone out 
iS interested. I've got brown hair, 6’, 

eyes, big ass, slim, 145Ib, 


033: 'm Glen, 44, 5'7", 14 


44,517", 145, ve 
lorwoods area, Looking for casual 
ers with men 40-45, 


042: 'm Jim. Looking fo 


Looking for another 
8, gay or bisexual, interested in being 
ed by a female, I'm 28, brown eyes, 
haif, 6’, really good-looking, dress 
, and I'm into everything and anything. 


046: Oriental gay male, late 30s, 
'5", 165lb, dark hair, brown eyes, smooth 
Dody, can be top or bottom: Like to meet 
another man for casual fun, 25-40. 
Nonsmoker. 

Box 1054: I'm Jay, 5'8", blue eyes, dirty 
blond hair, average-bulld. Looking to get- 
together with somebody. Weigh 165lb, 
have my own truck 


Box 1067: I'm eager and wil q Want tof 
get together with somebody and be taught 


CONNECT LIVE WITH LOCAL HOT MEN - 


EROTIC STORIES 


These are just a few of the thousands of hot 
talking dassified ads appearing right now on 
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male, whose body is very well toned, a 
small waist, extremely very smooth chest. 
You like to show off wearing a bikini under- 
wear, Calvin Kleins or boxer shorts, 


fuckable ass, Looking to become some- 
body's sex slave. I'm into bondage, disci- 
pline, shaving, watersports, anything in 
order to please, 


Box 2841: This very homy, attractive, bot- 
fom guy really needs to get it on with a well- 
endowed top, You want to have. good time 
with a guy who has a real talented mouth 
id a real nice, ight, fuckable ass. 


ar 

Box 2843: 'm 6’, short brown hall blue 
eyes, 185lb, well-endowed, 8" cut cock. 
ick and cut cock, oral, lets play. 


ll 

Box 2845: 'm a 36 year old, pro fession- 
, very good shape, 32” waist, 44" chest, 
oderately hairy, bottom. Looking for tops, 
iscreet and masculine, 


x 2856: Good- looking, clean, discreet, 
isexual bottom. Looking for a very well- 
hung top, who loves to give head and likes 
a tight ass, 
Box 2857: Ii Bruce 40 years old, 5'5", 
160lb, 6" cut, have a beard and hairy. 
Looking for a daytime, discreet, ongoing 
encounter. Discretion is assured and 
expected. Looking for any military and 
police guys. | cannot entertain. 

Box 2902: Very homy, young, 18 year old, 
looking for an older male who wants to 
have some fun with me, I'm into everything, 


Box 2905: 'm 26 yrs old, 6', smooth mus- 
cular body, looking to meet up with young, 
attractive guys, under the age of 30. Prefer 
guys with a smooth, lean body and very 
cute, I'm not into moustaches or beards. 


Box 2908: | want a nice guy with either 
blond or red hair, with a nice smooth, big 
cock, nice balls, with beautiful blond or red 
pub hair. I've got a nice tight ass, with a 
nice smooth cock, and I've never been 
fucked up the ass or had sex with any- 
body. My name is Mark. 


Box 1109: This is a 35 year old male, 
looking for male under 30 for some suck 
and fuck action. |'m slim, short dark hair, 
7" cut cock and:really homy, 


Box 1116 Ima 30 yr old mal, im actu- 
ally very pretty, ‘looking for a nice male 
transsexual who likes. to have a lot of fun. 
Likes giving and receiving, Must be trans- 


sexual and very pretty, and below 5'6°._ 


Box 1120: ma 30 yr.old gay white mele, 
ive in the downtown area of Edmonton. | 
stand 5'11";-170lb, short brown hair, brown 
eyes, clean-shaven, cleancut. Looking to 
meet a guy under the age of 23 for discree 
casual encounters. | can entertain here, | am 
open to alechol and soft drugs. 


Box 2801: |'m Darrel, I'ma 36 year r old, 
short hair, brown eyes, moustache, goat- 

ee, white male, Looking for two men out 
there who'd like to get-together and have 
a little bit of fun. 
Box 2819: Good-looking guy here, clean- 
shaven, smooth, toned body, 7” cut. 
Looking fo meet a young good-looking guy. 
Box 2851: |'m 37 years old, 8” thick 
Looking for high school boys, university 
Students over 18, especially if you're an 
Oriental male, Filipino male or a Latino 


Box 2965: Good- iooking, clean, discreet, 
bisexual, bottom, looking for a very well- 
hung top. 


Box 2985: 'm Darrel, 'm 22, looking for 
some fun times. Real clean, discreet. 


LEATHER:&°SM 


Box 1015: Im a married, white male, 40s, 
looking for early morning encounters before 
work, You will be my slave, and refuse anal 
and give oral. You will receive showers to 
the face and do panty wetting, | prefer short, 
skinny slaves, You will be wiling to do any- 
thing | command. Tell me what you're willing 
to do. You must be willing to entertain. There 
will be no Kissing or hugging, 

Box 1091; Late 30s, submissive, looking 
for master to olease and satisfy, | desire your 
big cock and can look after it well, | will 
receive the discipline that | deserve, bare 
bottom spanking can make me behave, 
Box 2798: Ima good-looking, heavy-set, 
submissive, bottom boy. I'm 5'7", 260lb, 
brown hai, brown eyes, moderately hairy 
chest, 5" hard, nice set of balls and a nice 


“Choe Lavi: 
~~ 


Box 2833: 'm an attractive, masculine quy 
in his 30s, clean-shaven, good shape. 
Looking for guys out there who are nicely 
hung, hopefully thick, who just want to be 
serviced orally. Nothing in return. You're in 
good shape, like getting off once in a 
while, especially outside, 

Box 2952; Young, good-looking male, 
smooth: body. Looking for an older guy 
who wants to party tonight 


BEARS*BIG MEN 
'&STHEIR ADMIRERS 


Box 1135: This is Jack, 'm 37 yrs old, 
5'10", 175lb, brownish-gray hair, hazel 
eyes, cleancut, clean-shaven, hairy chest, 
stomach and legs. Looking for big men, 
the bigger the better. Age, race not impor- 
tant. Looking to get-together and have 
some good times. 


PHONE BUDDIES} 


Box 2874: |'m interested in talking with 
anyone and everyone who has any type of 
kinky fantasies, or enjoys listen- 

ing and talking about their 

thrils. 'm 5'7", 150lb 

and love to wear 

skin-tight Speedo 

swimsuits that are 

very skimpy, or 

jean shorts that are 

cut really short and 

are absolutely skin- 

tight, be they designer i 
jeans or Levis, white or colour, 

Getting off hearing you talk of your fan- 
tasies, being whipped, or being razor 
strapped, punished in any fashion, Walking 
around in a swimsuit that rides up the 
crack of the ass, spreading the bum hole 
wide open. Whatever your thrill, your fanta- 
Sy would enjoy, helping to get you off and 
myself. Imagine me in a skin-tight, red, 
skimpy Speedo swimsuit 


BISEXUALS 


Box 2809: Early 30s, white, professional 
male, 5'9-_", 190lb, short dark hair, 
clean-shaven, hairy chest, nice endow- 
ment, uncut. Looking for a very attractive, 
reasonably passable TS, TV or even cross- 
Gresser. Let's get romantic, let's get down, 
let's get some fun going 

Box 2816: Im a smal, young, pe tte, 
crossdresser. Looking for other cross- 
dressers or transsexuals to help me to 
move along in my crossdressing career. 
'm very passable and very sexy. | make a 


lot of money and | just want a friend to go 
shopping with, maybe even more, Looking 
for guys or couples too, particularly femi- 
nine guys of masculine guys who want to 
treat me like.a woman. 


Box 2858: Im Bruce, tim 40 ye years old, 
5'5", 160\b, 6” cut, beard, hairy. Looking 
for TVs, TSs and crossdressers for daytime, 
discreet, ongoing encounters, Discretion is 
assured and expected. | cannot entertain, 
however | can travel a bit during the day. 


TRANSGENDER 


Box 1095: Hot 20 year old guy, looking for 
other guys to talk to, get-together with, Im 
Spanish, good-looking, looking for the same, 


Box 2883: Early 30s, bisexual male, very 
good-looking, and in very good shape. 
Looking for a male/female couple, where the 
male is bisexual and the woman likes: the 
attention of two men. Very open-minded, ver- 
satile, ke people who are in very good shape, 
Looking for people who have nice bodies and 
who like myself are into having a lot of fun. 


Box 2891: My name's Kevin, I'm 28: yrs 
old, 5'8", 1851p. Looking fo meet men, 
women, both. New to Edmonton; trying to 
make some friends, Into all. sorts of things; 
Box 2901: Very good-looking guy, 57°, 
1351p. Looking to.get together with some- 

one.-wtio's- discreet, or with a 

Couple;man and woman, 


Box 2984: This is Jean, 
| am looking for some- 
one to get to know. | 
am attached to some- 
one and that someone 
be 
ved in what | am 
doing on this chat line, and 
that person would prefer to 
remain silent until you message us, and you 
can find out who the mystery person is, I'm 
20, fairy attractive, outgoing and very easy- 
going, | don't believe in any taboo subjects. 
We'll shoot the breeze, so to speak. Im 
funny acting and everything else, 


CASUAL*SEX 
FEMALE 


Box 2992: ma single, white female, in my 
late 40s, Interested in meeting a female 
who would be interested in meeting with 
me of talking with me about life in general, _ 
what thelr wants, needs, whatever. 'm 5'6", 
medium built, good sense of humour, near 
to this type of lifestyle and would like to 
meet some people who know a bit more 
about the lifestyle than | do. 


JUSTJFRIENDS 
FEMALE 
Box 1049: This is Sandra, |'m 5'6", 125lb, 
great body, big breasts. Looking to get 


licked tonight, if you could really make me 
wet I'd appreciate it. 
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